
Charminster Parish Council meeting Tuesday 7th February 2017
at Charminster Village Hall at 7.30pm

Minutes

Present: Mark Simons (MS) Chair, Carol Matthews (CM) Vice Chair, Sandie Woodrow (SW), Sarah Hopcraft (SH), Susie Pearson (SP), Keith Beeson (KB), Iain Young (IY), Tim Yarker (TY), Richard East (RE), Gill Reese (GR), Kenneth Addison (KA), Peter White (PW), Liz Godolphin (LG)

In attendance: Zoe Huckle (ZH) Clerk, Cllr Jill Haynes, Cllr Fred Horsington, PCSO and 4 members of the public

2017/001
Declarations of Interest – to record declarations of interest in any item on the agenda.


IY declared his interest in item 2017/011. The owner of 1 Highfield Close is a friend.

2017/002
To consider grant of dispensations


None received

2017/003
To receive apologies for absence

None received

2017/004
To approve the minutes of the meeting held on 6th December 2016

Matter of accuracy: Cllr Haynes had given her apologies for the December meeting at the previous meeting held in November.


KB proposed accepting the minutes. SW seconded and all voted in favour with one abstention.

2017/005
Matters arising from the above minutes
The quote to remove the tyre play feature from North Street play area had been too high and therefore, as it is not considered a hazard shall remain in place.
The barriers at Cocklands remain, however, Magna Housing Association have assured the Clerk that it is in hand.

MS will investigate costings for two larger goal posts at Broken Cross play area.








ACTION: MS to cost larger goal posts

The process of acquiring quotes to repair the damage to the village green will need to start again.

The meeting was suspended at 7.45pm for public discussion

2017/006
Public Discussion Period 
There was a request for a financial contribution to the essential tree works in the Churchyard. This would be discussed under item 2017/012h.

The PCSO in attendance reported low crime levels in the area. There had been one incident of shop-lifting in Charlton Down. She reminded residents to keep their front doors locked after an incident in Charminster and Dorchester on Friday 3rd February.


The PCSO left the meeting and the public discussion period closed at 7.50pm

2017/007
District Councillors’ Report
Cllr Horsington briefly updated the Parish Council on the decision from the Local Government Reorganisation Consultation. He also gave notice that BT would be working in North Street on the 19th February and therefore the road would be closed all day. BT have applied for a five day notice of closure but are hopeful to be complete within one day.



TY updated the Parish Council on the proposed development to Dorchester town centre. 

2017/008
County Councillors Report
Cllr Haynes reported that the upgrade of the cycleway had met with problems that would take it over budget. The cycleway is being upgraded due to the death of a cyclist and the current budget stands at £360,000.

A transport review for Adult Services as well as School services was underway. Its aim is to make public transport more effective for current users and to make the system easier to understand.
Cllr Haynes is currently working on the Sustainability and Transformation plan working with all associated agencies to make the local NHS more effective and sustainable.

Cllr Haynes left the meeting at 8.10pm

2017/009
To consider recommendations from North Ward Amenities Advisory Committee
CM reported the recommendations from the North Ward Area Amenities Advisory Committee. It was agreed to arrange a day to clean up the Nature Area which is currently looking upkempt.






ACTION: CM to arrange a working party

CM proposed applying for a free Woodland Trust shrub pack containing 30 ‘all year round colour’ plants. KA seconded and all voted in favour.





ACTION: CM to apply for pack

It was felt that signage for the MUGA field wasn’t necessary.

TY proposed purchasing a noticeboard for Forston and to replace the existing noticeboard in Meech Way at a cost of £335 + VAT each, SH seconded and all voted in favour.

After some further discussion it was proposed that the noticeboard for Meech way should be larger and therefore KA proposed adding a further £115 to the original proposal. LG seconded and all voted in favour.









ACTION: Clerk to arrange purchase of noticeboards
2017/010
Finance
a) Financial Statement 
b) Payments to be agreed

KA proposed accepting the financial statement and payments to be agreed. SW seconded and all voted in favour.
SP requested adding the Charminster Youth Club money to the agenda for April






ACTION: Clerk to add to April Agenda

KB requested revisiting the reserved monies list.






ACTION: Clerk to add to April Agenda

2017/011
Planning Matters



WD/D/16/002912 – Erection of extension


1 Highfield Close, Charminster, Dorchester, DT2 9RW

TY proposed allowing the planning committee to decide on behalf of the Parish Council. RE seconded and all voted in favour with one abstention.
2017/012
Charminster
a) Broken Cross play area – to approve legal representation for renewal of lease
SW proposed instructing The Commercial Law Practice to complete the renewal of the lease. SH seconded and all voted in favour.






ACTION: Clerk to instruct The Commercial Law Practice

b) Cemetery – to consider replacing noticeboard
CM proposed spending £335 + VAT on a replacement noticeboard. TY seconded and all voted in favour.






ACTION: Clerk to purchase new noticeboard

c) Update on purchase of North Street footpath and agree fencing cost
KB proposed allowing £350 for fencing materials. SH seconded and all voted in favour.

d) To approve quote to cut North Street hedge near Charminster Cross
CM proposed instructing Rupert Andrew to cut the hedge for £150. SH seconded and all voted in favour.

e) Costings for extra sign in Forston
This item was deferred.

f) Complaint regarding cars parked dangerously on corner of Drakes Lane

The local PCSO was investigating this complaint.

g) To consider purchase of salt box for Vicarage Lane
SP proposed purchasing a salt box for Vicarage Lane, MS seconded but all voted against the purchase.

h) To consider request for financial assistance from St Marys Church towards tree works

TY proposed donating £200 towards the tree works. KA seconded and all voted in favour with one abstention.

i) To discuss 20mph zone 

This item was deferred.

j) To arrange litter pick
The litter pick was arranged for 19th February. Charminster residents should meet outside of the Village Hall at 12noon and Charlton Down residents should meet outside the shop at 12 noon.

h)    Agree Wyatt Homes Village Hall specification
It was agreed that a working party should meet on the 14th February to look at the specification in detail. TY proposed spending up to £500 on gaining professional advice. RE seconded and all voted in favour.






ACTION: MS to contact David Shaw

CM proposed accepting the plan showing the location and size of the hall, open space and car park for the Wyatt Homes development. SH seconded and all voted in favour.

CM proposed suggesting that the street lighting for the housing development should be non-polluting, minimal low lighting comparable to other parts of the village. TY seconded and all voted in favour.






ACTION: Clerk to pass the suggestion to Wyatt Homes

2017/013
Charlton Down
a) To consider quotes for removal of beech hedge and removal of chain link fence
CM proposed accepting the quote for £1188 from Rolls Landscaping on the condition that they confirm in writing that the quote includes the removal of the fence and that the beech hedge is reduced to a height of 6ft. LG seconded and the majority voted in favour. 

b) To consider purchase of high-visibility jackets for Parish Councillors 
KA proposed purchasing up to 20 high-visibility jackets for use by Parish Councillors on site visits. SP seconded and the majority voted in favour.

c) To consider replacement of dead trees in the orchard
This item was deferred.

d) Update on cycleway
This item was deferred.

e) To consider costings for Herrison Road Gateway      
The costings are still yet to be received.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
2017/014
Matters of Information and Interest and items for next agenda


It was agreed that a Local Plan Consultation meeting should be arranged for 14th March.



The Clerk would invite Turnberry Planning after the 7th March meeting.



GR requested speed monitoring through Forston.

KB reported that Miss Miles’ wall had become overgrown and is now difficult for pedestrians to pass. IY will speak to Miss Miles.

SH and SP informed the Parish Council that the defibrillator equipment had been obtained and training sessions would begin soon.

CM requested an agenda item regarding the privet hedge at the top of the orchard for the next meeting. She also passed on her apologies for the March meeting.
2017/015
Date of next meeting – 7th March Charlton Down Village Hall at 7.30pm


The meeting closed at 9.15pm.

