Charminster Parish Council

Extraordinary Meeting on 8th March 2016 7pm
Charlton Down Village Hall
Minutes
Present: Mark Simons, Chair (MS), Carol Matthews, Vice Chair (CM), Sandie Woodrow (SW), Keith Beeson (KB), Kenneth Addison (KA), Liz Godolphin (LG), Iain Young (IY), Richard East (RE), Tim Yarker (TY), Susie Pearson (SP), Sarah Hopcraft (SH)

In attendance: Zoe Huckle, Clerk, and 10 members of the public

2016/045
Declarations of Interest



There were no declarations of interest

2016/046
To receive apologies for absence



Apologies were received and accepted for Thomas Beauchamp and Peter White
2016/047
Public Discussion Period



The meeting was suspended at 7.02 for the public discussion period.

There was much discussion amongst the members of the public regarding the sale of the land and the possibility of purchasing it to add a much needed footpath for community use. The discussion led to speculation on the actual purchase price along with various potential methods of financing the purchase. 
There were several proposals regarding how to use the land for the best advantage to the community beyond its capability of offering space for the footpath.

The meeting resumed at 7.55pm
2016/048
To discuss the potential purchase of field at Higher Charminster for community use
SW proposed that the residents collectively known as ‘The Friends of the Paddock’, would aim to buy the field. The Parish Council would then purchase a strip along with the hedge from ‘The Friends of the Paddock’ to build a footpath for the use of the community. The Parish Council would be responsible for maintaining both the footpath and the hedge. The precise width of the strip would be discussed and agreed at a later date. TY seconded and all agreed. CM proposed a sum of up to £15,000 to purchase the strip required by the Parish Council if the residents were successful in their bid. This would give residents the knowledge that they would be able to offset the sum against their purchase price. KA seconded and the majority voted in favour.

The meeting closed at 8pm.

