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Charminster 

 Village Hall 

 

We look forward to welcoming back our regular users as soon 

as Government regulations permit. 

Open for children’s parties and other private bookings from 

July 1st. 

For information contact Sarah Bird on 01305 266478 

Or sarah306bird@aol.co.uk 
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Now is the month of Maying… which 

should, in the normal scheme of 

things, be one of the happiest months 

of the year, associated with dancing 

(Morris and Maypoles), flowers, skip-

ping around and generally welcoming 

good times ahead. 

This year, more than ever, we hope 

that the Earth really is “clad all in 

gladness” and we’ll all “laugh at win-

ter’s sadness” as we keep our fingers 

crossed for better, post-Covid, things. 

This is a bit self-indulgent, but we’ve 

been personally touched by some 

sadness when we lost our English 

setter Bertie to cancer. But thank you 

very much to the many local friends 

and fellow dog-walkers who have 

been so kind and generous with their 

sympathy and messages. 

 

Bertie 

                      

Now there’s plenty to look forward to 

here in  this corner of Dorset.  Be-

cause (drum roll) the Charminster 

Fete is going ahead after being can-

celled last year! 

It’s planned for August—later than 

the usual early June date— in the 

expectation Covid restrictions will 

have eased even further by then. You 

can read all about what’s happening 

so far, and how you can join in with 

the preparations and on the day, in 

the following pages. 

So things are starting to happen at 

long last.  If you’re planning  an event 

or taking part in something a bit 

different (like our sky diving brothers 

from Charlton Down—see page??), 

get in touch with me via                           

editor@charpilot.com 

Copy deadline for the June edition is 

May 7 2021. 

Marilyn Kay (Editor) 
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Village Hall set 

to reopen. 
Fingers crossed – but it looks as if 

Charminster Village Hall will once 

again be open for children’s parties 

and other family celebrations from 

July 1st. 

The hall, which used to reverberate 

to the sound of children’s laughter 

most weekends has been strangely 

silent for the past 14 months.  

Regular users, including the WI and 

guides and brownies have also been  

forced to meet virtually because of 

the social distancing regulations. 

A member of the hall’s management 

committee said they were looking 

forward to welcoming villagers back 

to the hall as soon as it was safe to do 

so. Measures taken last year to en-

sure the hall was Covid-secure will 

remain in place, including anti-

bacterial hand gels and a new Per-

spex screen across the servery hatch. 

Partygoers will also be asked to ob-

serve any government advice on    

social distancing. 

The village hall has always been a 

popular venue for birthday parties.  

Booking enquiries should be sent to 

sarah306bird@aol.co.uk 
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Charminster 

Fete is back! 
 

Charminster Fête is returning this 

summer – bigger and better than 

ever! 

After last year’s cancellation, the fête 

committee  has announced that this 

year’s event will be held in the gar-

dens of Charminster House on Satur-

day, August 21st. 

The fête will be opened by BBC an-

tiques expert Timothy Medhurst  and 

it promises to be an afternoon of fun 

and entertainment. 

Old favourites 

“After the terrible year we’ve just 

been through, we thought villagers 

would welcome the chance to get 

together and enjoy themselves,” said 

fête chairman Nigel Kay. “We’ve only 

just begun planning,  but we know 

already that many old favourites will 

be returning.” 

Highlights include the family dog 

show and a charity duck race along 

the river. Among the classes will be 

prizes for the dog which looks most 

like its owner, and for the best junior 

handler.  “Although keeping the dogs 

off the ducks, may  be a challenge,” 

said Nigel. 

Also returning are Punch and Judy, as 

well as the bric-a-brac and book stalls. 

There will be a licensed bar and live 

music. 

One new feature will be a valuation  

stall run by coin specialist Timothy 

Medhurst.  Regular viewers of An-

tiques Road Trip will be aware that 

Tim has a wide knowledge of antiques 

and collectibles, not just coins. He has 

just finished filming a new series of 

the BBC show in Wales.  So dig out 

your treasured family heirlooms and 

bring them along to the  fête where 

Tim will value them in return for a 

small donation to the fête’s charity 

appeal. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Antiques expert Tim Medhurst 
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In years past, proceeds from the fête 

have gone to St Mary’s Church and 

Charminster Village Hall. This year the 

fête committee is inviting other or-

ganisations to submit bids for fund-

ing. “We know some organisations in 

the village may have struggled to 

raise money during the past year,” 

said Nigel. “We’ll be publishing details 

of how to submit bids in a future edi-

tion of The Pilot.” 

The fête lasts just a few hours on a 

Saturday afternoon , but it involves 

many weeks of preparation. The or-

ganisers are looking for volunteers 

who would like to help on the day. 

They need people to help with the 

parking and to staff the many stalls. If 

you would like to get involved, please 

email: nigelrkay@gmail.com 

Charminster 

Fête Children’s 

Challenge  

Who can grow the tallest sunflower? 

Taller by far than the tallest of very 

tall giraffes!! 

The current record for the tallest sun-

flower in Britain is a whopping 26’ - 

almost 8 metres!   

And who can grow the sunflower 

with the largest flower head?  We are 

talking a giant’s dinner plate! 

The largest ever grown in Britain, 

measured 26.2” - 66.5 centimetres!! 

Could you do better?? 

Let’s plant those seeds, look after 

those little plantlets and watch them 

grow and grow and grow ... 

On the day of the Fête - 21st August – 

just bring along a mobile phone pho-

tograph of yourself, standing beside 

your sunflower sensation. Along with 

the height of the plant and the width 

of the flower head, when we will an-

nounce the winners.  

Please measure the height from the 

top of the soil to the tallest tip of the 

flower head. 

Cost of entry is only 50p (on the day) 

with a £5.00 prize for the winner in 

each category. 
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Willows and walls 

at Charminster 

Pre-School 

Spring has well and truly sprung at 

Charminster Pre-School. The children 

and staff are thoroughly enjoying the 

improvements are being made to our 

outside learning areas.  

The cabin is nearly finished and a 

willow sculpture has been created in 

one of the gardens. As you can see – 

the children already love it. In our 

other outdoor area, the two-year olds 

are enjoying their new climbing wall. 

There’s always something new to 

explore at Pre-School, and the chil-

dren love the changes and improve-

ments being made.  

Library 

One of these changes is that we are 

introducing a new ‘Lending Library’, 

created by one of our parents, Martin 

Christopher. All of our children will be 

able to borrow books to enjoy at 

home, knowing that they will have 

been in quarantine before being 

placed back on the shelves.  

Our Family Fun Day is in the calendar 

for Sunday 11th July 2021 – keep an 

eye out for more information about 

this amazing event! 

Emma Norman 
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A brown Long-Eared bat roosting in 

the barn at Kingcombe 
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Easter Bonnets are so last month … 

now’s the time to get your Thinking 

Caps on for the May Quiz! 

1.   Who wrote The Darling Buds of May? 

2.   What is the colloquial name for the cockchafer beetle?  

3.   What activity do you normally associate with a Maypole? 

4.   Who wrote the song We Will Rock You? 

5.   In 1973, Ridley Scott directed an iconic British advert which was shot on 

Gold Hill in Shaftesbury. What was it for?  

6.   The phrase Come up and see me some time was attributed to which   

Hollywood  star? 

7.   Roger Bannister was the first man to run the mile in under 4 minutes in 

May of which year? 

8.   On 1st May 1851, Queen Victoria opened what in London? 

9.   In the past Maypoles were erected on the Cerne Abbas giant. How tall is 

the Giant? 

10. Which May topped the pop charts in October 1971? 

 

 

 

Answers on 

Page 43 
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Making   

memories 

with Trefoil 

A total of 22 Memory Blankets and 

20 Twiddlemuffs have been deliv-

ered to the Day Lewis and Barnes 

wards of DCH over the last few 

weeks.  

Lisa Stratton, a therapist there, told 

us in an e-mail afterwards ‘The wards 

are absolutely thrilled with the blan-

kets and twiddlemuffs, they make 

such a difference, thank you all so 

much.’  

Wool donations 

Lisa has also collected wool from pa-

tients’ visitors and staff for us, which 

we really appreciate as it can be de-

livered to knitters who can’t get out. 

(We appreciate all donations of wool) 

Several non-members have now 

joined our project and are knitting 

squares and /or muffs:- marvellous, 

because the wards need as many 

blankets and muffs as we can give 

them. We are told that the patients 

love them! 

 

 

 

 

Trefoil does much more than knit – 

we hope to start up our strolling, knit 

and natter and café catch-ups soon, 

staying within government guidance. 

At present, our meetings are all by 

Zoom.    

Judy Thompson 

Chairperson. 01305 263783. E-

mail:jct231@outlook.com 

Trefoilers with their memory blankets 

at DCH 

If you or your daughter would like to 

join Rainbows, Brownies or Guides, 

you can find out more about what we 

do from the Guiding website 

www.girlguiding.org.uk.  You can also 

register your interest and join a 

waiting list there. 
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Guides and 

Brownies look 

forward to    

active fun 
We hope to be able to start meeting 

out of doors next term, which will be 

lovely. In groups we will be able to 

pitch tents, light fires, go on walks 

and treasure hunts, perhaps go    

ringoing (that’s tearing down an arti-

ficial ski slope in a rubber ring!) at 

Warmwell, maybe canoe at Kingston 

Maurward and try lots of other 

things 

It looks as though we will be able to 

go to PGL for our weekend away later 

in the Summer term, where we can 

abseil, climb, learn how to fence, 

have a go on the zip wire, take part in 

challenges etc. It’s always such fun-

Bookmark 

We hope you all enjoyed the Easter 

holidays. Why not see if you can 

make this lovely rabbit book-mark 

and show them at our next meeting, 

whether it’s by Zoom or outside. 

 

Alli and Sue (Brownies) 

Alli, Ann and Christine (Guides) 

Contact: Allic4t@aol.com. 

...07483429596     (Guides and 

Brownies)  

https://www.girlguiding.org.uk/ 
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 The Upvc Repair Company 

Broken or misted sealed units replaced into Upvc 

Upvc door and window repairs 

Hinges, handles, locks, barrels and rubber gasket 

replaced 

Upvc windows and doors refurbished 

Mobile: 07415 579988 Tel: 01935 83430 or 01305 559975 

Email: info@theupvcrepaircompany.co.uk 

www.theupvcrepaircompany.co.uk 

No call out charge 

mailto:info@theupvcrepaircompany.co.uk
http://www.theupvcrepaircompany.co.uk
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Mandy, the latest addition to Steve’s 

flock Riverside path, Stinsford 

 

Sponsors 

sought for Fun 

Day 
As we tentatively creep out of lock-

down, plans are full steam ahead for 

the annual Family Fun Day on 11th 

July, from 12-4.  

Our free event, which has Clayson 

Scaffolding as our main sponsor, in-

tends to be bigger and better than 

ever before, whilst fully adhering to 

up-to-date Covid-safe measures.  

Live music 

Family fun, food and entertainment is 

the aim of the afternoon and all mon-

ey raised from this event will go to 

Charminster Pre-School and St Mary’s 

First School. Enjoy an ice cream or 

fish and chips whilst listening to live 

music will be by the well-liked Nathan

-Jon Snell.  

We are looking for Support Sponsors 

too, to help make our event even 

better than before. For £50 we will 

add your logo or name to our flyers, 

Facebook page and on our advertis-

ing board at the event itself. If any-

one would like to sponsor or provide 

a raffle prize, please get in touch.   

We are also looking for helpers on 

the day, so if anyone would like to 

volunteer at our event, please get in 

touch with Emma Norman on 

07775715511 or 

e.norman21@outlook.com.  
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Alterations and repairs to ladies’ and gents’ clothing and 

furnishings plus basic curtain-making.  All sewing professionally 

done at  very reasonable cost. Will collect and deliver if required. No 

task too small. Hilary Charlesworth (Minterne Magna) 01300 341845 

                Locksmith 
Paul Parrott—local independent professional 

UPVC & wooden door/window specialist 

24/7 Emergency call-out 

Police recommended insurance approved locks supplied and fitted 

Additional security for  garages, gates, patios, doors and windows 

No hidden charges—DBS/CRB cleared—Fully insured 

Safe entry. Safes supplied. Key safes and Codelocks fitted 

Catching doors, problem locking? Call a locksmith 

07709 545701 
www.parrottlocks.co.uk 
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A black eye—but 

Richard still loves 

his dogs and 

neighbours! 

We all love our dogs and 

acknowledge their contrasting per-

sonalities and characters - often a 

reflection of those who take them for 

walks ! They’re all different and enjoy 

a vast range of habits and regular 

likes. 

Lucky is extremely inquisitive while 

Nudge is a feisty barker, who reacts 

to every car, tradesman, dog walker 

and dog that moves past our front 

door.  

Perfect parabola 

A few Mondays back I decided to take 

them for a walk down to the Cerne 

for their usual splash arounds, firmly 

tied up on their leashes. A mere five 

meters down the incline Nudge sud-

denly pulled up on the lead, no doubt 

fascinated by the pungent aroma 

from a previous dog on the side walk 

and, crazily off balance , I was violent-

ly propelled into a perfect parabola 

which ended up with a  breath in-

taking forehead collision with a neigh-

bour’s front door rockery, liberally 

scattered with sharp edged flint 

stones. To say I was stunned, stream-

ing blood from my head, is an under-

statement! 

Kind women 

However, within seconds a sympa-

thetic woman came over to my 

shocked form and with the assistance 

of another kind woman helped lift me 

to my feet. Meanwhile, another pass-

ing by woman looked after  the dogs , 

whilst a fourth woman with toddler 

kindly knocked on my door, to alert 

Angie, my best friend, of the my mis-

hap. She took me home, dabbed a 

flannel on the forehead, and put me 

to bed with pain killers. 

The following morning I awoke with 

the biggest ‘shiner’ since my Pompey 

scrapping days! 

I don’t know who these kind women 

are, except for Angie, but please can I 

take this opportunity to thank them 

all. What a genuinely nice village 

Charminster is.  

 

Richard Denton-White 3 Mill Lane   
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Meadows 
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Nets practice 

and working 

parties—

cricket’s back! 
Charlton Down Cricket Club is back in 

action—and it’s all hands on deck. 

Weekend working parts have been 

getting through the long list of tasks 

set by Club chairman Peter “Tommy” 

Tucker to get the grounds and club-

house ship-shape. 

For the club has just been trialling 

open evenings for local people to go 

along to the bar for a drink, and offer-

ing pizzas for a fiver. 

Outside space 

On Friday and Saturday evenings, 

dependant on the weather,  villagers 

are invited to use “our beautiful crick-

et ground” as their socially distanced 

outside space. 

Folk are asked to take along their own 

tables and chairs, stick to the rule of 

six and other Covid regulations.  Ini-

tially, the trial is going on until May 2. 

And the teams, now allowed to meet, 

have been getting their batting and 

bowling skills honed with net practice. 

Nitin, Jack and Joshua prepare for 

action, while below, a teammate 

takes on all comers 
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Chef Karen 

New Chair at 

Charminster WI 

Judy Thompson has been appointed 

the new Chair of Charminster WI at 

the biggest Zoom meeting of the 

year. 

The AGM formalities were lightened 

by the enjoyable reports given by the 

outgoing officers, and our thanks to 

Jane House, Maureen Rhodes ad Ja-

net Smith were warm and heartfelt. 

Their imagination and expertise have 

steered us though the difficult past 

year and initiated projects such as 

Charminster Whisper which resulted 

in a real harvest of artworks, crafts, 

collages and inventions, writes Juliet 

Austin.   

Generosity and imagination 

Jane has led our members in both 

Zoom parties and, in the summer, 

socially-distanced, bring-it-yourself 

tea parties on Alison Backtop’s lovely 

island in the Cerne.   Maureen contin-

ues to edit a lively  newsletter and 

Janet stepped into the breach and 

rescued us when we could not find a 

treasurer. They exemplify the gener-

osity and imagination we have come 

to expect from Charminster WI. 

 

 

 

We were delighted to confirm the 

appointment of our new Chair, Judy 

Thompson, who will be supported by 

Doreen Sadd, as Secretary and Gloria 

Ashwell and Beryl Ellis as joint treas-

urers.  

Maureen presented our latest pro-

ject—photographs to illustrate “Signs 

of Spring’.   We are setting up another 

Charminster Whispers, as the first 

was such a success. The meeting fin-

ished with a word puzzle game de-

vised by Judy Bird.   

Charminster WI is a friendly and wel-

coming place, 

especially dur-

ing lockdown 

and these days 

of restricted 

social contact. 

It is a good way 

to keep in 

touch. Most of 

our subgroups are flourishing while 

adhering strictly to the limits of Covid 

regulations. Do contact us if you 

would like to join. There is a friendly 

welcome waiting!   

A sign of Spring 
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St Mary’s, Charminster 

On a cruise, says Maisie in a Schultz 

Peanuts cartoon, some people face 

their deckchairs to see where they 

are going, while others prefer to look 

back on where they’ve been.  Mean-

time, Charlie Brown doesn’t know 

which way he would face as he’s 

never been able to unfold a deck-

chair! 

The humour of Charles Schulz in his 

‘Peanuts’ cartoon puts its finger on 

the confusion that many of us feel 

when facing the many issues of life 

today.  The past year has been so 

tough for so many – do we look back 

or are we looking forward? Despair or 

hope? 

No bitterness 

I was very moved by a young woman, 

Grace, who was interviewed on Radio 

4. She was so bright and positive. She 

had just qualified as a doctor and was 

looking forward to practising – an 

ambition she had since a young girl. 

But she’s now in a wheelchair after a 

man threw himself off a balcony in a 

shopping mall and landed on top of 

her breaking her spine. There was no 

hint of bitterness and when asked if 

she was angry with the man, she said 

that she had never felt any anger and 

felt that any negative emotion would 

damage her interior life. She accepted 

her condition and said she would use 

all the skills she has to benefit others 

and she was very happy. 

We’ve just celebrated Easter. On 

Good Friday, Jesus’ disciples were 

deeply distressed at what had hap-

pened and on the Sunday evening, 

some of them were met together but 

did not believe the women who told 

them Jesus was alive.   

Holy Spirit 

Then Jesus comes among them and 

says, ‘Peace be with you’. He calms 

them and then tells them to go out 

and continue the ministry that he had 

begun. He breathed on them and said 

‘Receive the Holy Spirit’. His words 

were fulfilled on the day of Pentecost 

when the disciples were filled with 

the Holy Spirit and went out to pro-

claim the good news. They became a 

From the Clergy… 

...By Dick Luther 



23 

 

Rev’d Leila 

community of love and unity that had 

an enormous impact. They moved 

from fear to faith, from looking back 

in despair to looking forward in hope. 

In one way, it’s not wrong to look 

back. We can look back and thank 

God for people who have inspired us 

and events from which we can learn 

and grow.  

None of us knows what the future 

holds but we can be sure that God 

holds the future and He will hold us in 

his hands. Jesus said that no-one can 

take us out of his or his Father’s 

hands. This is the Christians’ hope 

that came at Pentecost, which we 

celebrate this month.  It is hope  

based on the promises of God. He 

doesn’t promise that there will be no 

hills or hardships, but He has prom-

ised never to leave us or forsake us. 

“Even when you go through the valley 

of the shadow of death, I will be with 

you” (Psalm 23).  

May the God of hope fill you with all 

joy and peace in believing, so that by 

the power of the Holy Spirit you may 

abound in hope’ (St. Paul) 
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Sign of 

Arm-pit fudge—yucky or yummy? 
Charminster Scouts and Cubs get up to all sorts of fun it seems, even when 

they can’t meet up as normal. 

Including making arm-pit fudge.  Arm-pit fudge? Really? 

Intrigued, we asked leader Ruth Young to tell us more. So she sent us the 

recipe—with the slightly cryptic message “Enjoy?”! 

Well, let’s be honest, it could have been worse! 
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A male Kestrel taking a break in the sun 

MAY 2021 at ST MARY’S CHURCH. CHARMINSTER  

Please note that these services may be subject to change 

depending on the regulations issued by the Government 

Sunday 2nd May  -  Fifth Sunday of Easter 

   8.00 am  Holy Communion (BCP) 

   9.30 am Holy Communion (CW)    

 

Sunday 9th May  -  Sixth Sunday of Easter 

   8.00 am Holy Communion (BCP) 

   9.30 am Holy Communion (CW) 

 

Sunday 16th May  -  Sunday after Ascension Day 

   8.00 am Holy Communion (BCP) 

   9.30 am Holy Communion (CW) 

   6.00 pm Evensong 

 

Sunday 23rd May  -  Day of Pentecost 

   8.00 am Holy Communion (BCP)  

   9.30 am Holy Communion (CW) 

      

Sunday 30th May  -  Trinity Sunday 

   8.00 am Holy Communion (BCP) 

   9.30 am Holy Communion (CW) 

 

 

If you would like to receive links to any of our online services via Zoom or You 

Tube, please contact 

Rev. Mark Phillips – 01305 262477  or  Jean Garrard – 01305 259083 

Every Wednesday  -  11.30 am   Mid-week Zoom Service 
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MAY 2021 AT ST MICHAEL’S, STINSFORD 

Please note that these services may be subject to change 

depending on the regulations issued by the Government 

 

Sunday 2nd May  -   Fifth Sunday of Easter 

    10.00 am Holy Communion (CW) 

Sunday 9th May  -  Sixth Sunday of Easter 

    11.15 am BCP Mattins 

Sunday 16th May  -  Seventh Sunday of Easter (Sunday after Ascension Day) 

    10.00 am Holy Communion (CW) 

Sunday 23rd May  -  Day of Pentecost 

    6.00 pm Evensong 

Sunday 30th May 2021  -  Trinity Sunday 

    6.00 pm United Benefice Evensong 

 

If you would like to receive links to our online services via Zoom  

please contact 

Rev. Mark Phillips – 01305 262477  or  Jean Garrard – 01305 259083 

Every Wednesday  -  11.30 am   Mid-week Zoom Service 
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Christian Aid 

Week 
This May Christian Aid are asking us 

all to stand together against the cli-

mate crisis which impacts so many 

lives. 

Rose lives in Kenya. When she was a 

child, there was plenty of rain that 

fell at the right times. It provided am-

ple nutritious food to eat. Now her 

community lives with drought and 

hunger for months at a time. The 

coronavirus has made it more critical 

for her family as water (and soap) is 

also needed for handwashing, as its 

vital to stay safe. With a reliable 

source of water, Rose could grow 

fresh vegetables, improve her liveli-

hood and protect her family from 

coronavirus.  

Our gifts, prayers and actions can 

help withstand climate chaos and 

build better earth dams to harvest 

more water, grow drought-tolerant 

crops and campaign for climate jus-

tice at the highest level. 

Christian Aid Week, which this year 

runs from May 10 to 16, has again 

been hit by lockdown regulations, so 

there will be no house-to-house col-

lection in Charminster and Charlton 

Down. You can still donate to Chris-

tian Aid via e-Envelope by going 

online (caweek.org/envelope), 

through the church, or if you ring me 

(01305-251547) to ask for an enve-

lope, it will be delivered to you, and 

collected at your convenience. 

Gaynor Luther 

Summery food is here! 

May is a good month to go foraging. 

It’s the time to gather elderflowers to 

make cordial, gin infusions and 

scrummy desserts, or pick wild garlic 

for pesto or flavouring for savoury 

dishes. 

And for those of us without a good 

vegetable plot, we can look in the 

shops for early asparagus, new pota-

toes, rhubarb and watercress. 

It may not be summer proper yet, but 

the fresh food that’s around certainly 

giving us a taste of it! 

Elderflowers in 

bloom 
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Brothers plan 

sky-dive for 

charity 
Charlton Down brothers Matt and 

Joe Handley have both leapt at the 

chance to do something for charity – 

and now are about to leap out of an 

aeroplane at 15,000 feet to raise 

money by sky-diving. 

Matt (23), who is finishing his degree 

in politics and international relations 

at Plymouth University, wanted to 

raise both funds and awareness of the 

mental health charity MIND after los-

ing a friend to suicide and seeing oth-

ers try to take their own lives. 

 

Younger brother Joe (20) has always 

longed to sky-dive, so when Waitrose, 

where he is an apprentice butcher in 

Dorchester, offered the chance to 

make a jump for charity, he was in 

like a shot.  With Matt working part-

time for the supermarket’s Pound-

bury store it seemed like a perfect 

opportunity. 

The brothers, who are scheduled to 

make the jump on June 19, have to 

raise a total of £1500 (£750 each) to 

take part.  All the money they raise 

will go to the charity with Waitrose 

footing the bill for the event. 

“Because of Covid restrictions we’ll 

have no special clothing supplied, and 

no training,” said Matt. “It’s a bit 

scary but should be a great experi-

ence.” 

So who will go first?  “We haven’t 

decided that yet!” 

If you’d like to sponsor them, you can 

scan this QR code and take it from 

there.  

Matt (left) and Joe at home in 

Charlton Down 
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Bockhampton Bridge 
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Village News in Brief 
 

Charminster Parish Council have given the green light to proposals for a ma-
jor extension to Wolfeton Manor Care Home. The  extension will create  spa-
cious new rooms for residents and lead to more job opportunities at the 
home. Councillors agreed to the demolition of an old building in the grounds 
and a new south-east facing extension built of zinc and glass. 

Cllr Peter Dangerfield said the plans reminded him of a south London com-
prehensive school,  but he was full of praise for the light airy rooms which 
would significantly improve facilities for residents. 

The plans must still be approved by Dorset Council. 

********** 

The parish council is to spend £200 planting a wildflower border alongside 
the new footpath currently being built at Higher Charminster.  

********** 

Councillors  agreed a £750 grant to The Pilot. Tim Yarker told the council that 
the magazine circulation was being increased to  match the expanding size 
of the village. Members expressed their appreciation for the magazine, de-
scribing it as a valuable resource. 

*********** 

A proposal to create a secure dog training area in the Charlton Down com-
munity orchard was rejected by parish councillors.  Members were con-
cerned about the potential problem of dog fouling in an area much used by 
families. 

*********** 

The easing of the government’s lockdown  restrictions means Herrison Hall 
and Charminster’s Community Hall will be reopening from May 17th. 
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St Michael’s Easter services began 

Saturday at sunset, considered his-

torically to be the start of the day, 

with the Easter Vigil.  

Also called the Paschal Vigil or the 

Great Vigil of Easter, it is a liturgy 

held in traditional Christian churches 

as the first celebration of the Resur-

rection. The fire is lit outside and all 

light candles from this. A procession 

then takes light into the darkened 

church.  

Uplifting 

This year our curate, Leila Mathers 

sang for us and with Rob van der 

Hart, conducted communion. We also 

heard some beautiful organ music 

Malcolm Davis, and Arnold Storey 

gave the readings. In all an uplifting 

experience.   

At the morning service on Easter Day, 

Rev. Mark blessed the Easter Garden. 

The service was followed by an egg 

hunt much to the amusement of all.  

The sign at Bockhampton Cross is to 

be replaced using original materials. 

The Parish Council has approved the 

venture and the Dorset AONB has 

greatly assisted in finding the neces-

sary parts either as a gift or at dis-

counted prices. Help is also coming 

from Kingston Maurwood’s black-

smithing and welding department. 

Eco-Church 

St Michaels has signed  up to the Eco 

Church survey project. 

The survey takes us through five key 

areas of church life and in order to 

qualify for an award we must attain 

the required standard in each of the 

areas covered by the Eco Survey that 

apply to our church. So if there are 

others willing to join the team do let 

me know. Many hands etc…… 

The Annual Parish Church Meeting 

will be in May taking place at St 

Michaels following the ten o’clock 

morning service. All can be present, 

but I would remind parishioners that 

should you wish to vote on any 

matter you have to be on the 

church’s electoral roll. Forms are 

available in the entry lobby. 

Stinsford News… 

...from Michael Clarke 
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Andrew Darby 

Building Services Ltd 

All types of building work undertaken: 

Extensions, structural alterations, kitchen, bathrooms 

01305 757162         07974 260938 

Email:  adbsltd@gmail.com 
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WENDY SOUTHAM  
LWCMD, ALWCMD  

Singing, Flute and Piano  teacher  
20+ years experience  

Help with aural and theory also available  

 

11 Cedar Road 07811 417820 

Charlton Down  01305 266283 wendysoutham@btinternet.com 

 

BURTON LANDSCAPES LTD 

An established professional team of landscapers undertaking all aspects of 
landscaping and maintenance including fencing, pergolas, artificial and 

wooden decking, artificial grass, turfing, walling, paving, steps, groundworks, 
drainage and site clearance. 

Contact  Mike on 07717 685951 / 01305 854603 

burtonlandscape@hotmail.com www.burtonlandscapes.co.uk 
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Selling a car, but can’t face the … 

 … hassle? 

Halcyon Motors Ltd is a friendly, family-run business 
based in Milborne St Andrew. 

If you  have a car, motorbike, van or camper to sell, we will happily come to you and 
pay cash.  Or, if you are trading in elsewhere, phone us first—we can usually offer 
more. 

Buying?  Visit www.halcyonmotors.co.uk to see ‘warts and all’ descriptions and pho-
tos of our current stock.  All vehicles are warranted and part exchanges welcome. 

Don MacLeod 01258 839209 or 07782 189555 (Mon to Sun 8am-8pm) 

 

 

KEVIN’S GARDEN LABOUR SERVICES 
FOR ALL YOUR GARDENING NEEDS 

 
Grass cutting 
(Ride on mower available) 

Hedge Trimming 
Tree Lopping 

And many extras—just ask 
GARDEN CLEARANCE 

Also mini-digger and operator 
available at affordable rates 

Call KEVIN on 01305 261916 or 07854 090861 
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Church Contacts 

THE PARISHES OF CHARMINSTER AND STINSFORD 

Part of the Benefice of Charminster, Stinsford and the Chalk Stream Villages 

 

Rector    The Reverend Mark Phillips  262477 

House for Duty Priest The Reverend Pene Kennedy 251422 

(The Chalk Stream) 

Curate, Charminster,            The Reverend Leila Mather  263761 

Stinsford & Chalk Stream Villages 

Hon. Associate Minister The Reverend Dr Hugh Willis  262940 

Associate Minister  The Reverend Dr Rob Van der Hart  852130 

ST MARY THE VIRGIN, CHARMINSTER 

Churchwarden  Andrew Morgan   259664 

PCC Secretary  Jean Garrard    259083 

PCC Treasurer  Andrew Jones   264316 

ST MICHAEL’S, STINSFORD 

Churchwardens  Shirley Churchill   260159 

    Sally Warburton   269161 

PCC Treasurer  Michael A Clarke   267611 

FOR BAPTISMS AND MARRIAGES 

Contact the Administrator for the Parish of St Mary’s Charminster and St 
Michael’s Stinsford,  Jean Garrard stmaryschurchcharminster@outlook.com 
 

mailto:stmaryschurchcharminster@outlook.com
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 01305 880157 
or mobile 07974 812472 

• Extensions, conversions, rewiring & installations 

• Inspections & testing, minor works 

• All work carried out by qualified electricians 

DB CARPENTRY 

Contact Dane on 07734 437037 

DB Carpentry to meet all your carpentry needs 

Doors, frames, locks fitted, wardrobes, flooring, fencing 

With over 20 years experience , qualifications & insurances 

 

Free 

 Quotations 

G.J.S. PLUMBING & HEATING LTD 
Gas Safe Registered for Professional reliable Service 

Call 01305 267765 

Or (Between 10am & 4pm) Mobile: 07951 880654 
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Fun in the floods for some! 

 

High levels but a free 

flowing River Cerne 

  

 

 

THOMAS FURNITURE RESTORATION  Est 1995 

ALL TYPES OF RESTORATION, including veneer and joint repair. 

UPHOLSTERY, TABLE TOP RE-FINISHING, FRENCH POLISHING 

Major flood and fire damage repair  Free estimates 

Please see website for further information 

www.thomasfurniturerestoration.co.uk 

Piddlehinton  01305 849406/07989 935080 

 

 

 David Whalley 

 DWROOFING Ltd 
A family business with over 40 years experience in all types of roofing.  
Roofing specialists for Dorchester, Weymouth and surrounding areas. 

 We specialise in: 

 Traditional Roofing  Lead work 

 Flat roof systems  All roofing repairs 

01305 570427 or 07799 640989                    
Email: dwroofingltd@gmail.com 

FREE, no obligation, estimates 

 CALL US 

TODAY 
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SOUTH COAST P&H SERVICES LTD 

• Bathroom installations 

• Central heating systems and power flushing 

• All plumbing work large or small 

Call John on 07964 171589 
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Stitchinghouse Design 

        Beautiful Curtains & Gorgeous Fabrics          Blinds and Cushions  

Huge collection of poles, tracks & systems 

Friendly professional quality service           Help with colour, ideas and design 

Monday  to Friday 9-4   Saturday  9-12    or by appointment 

3 Pummery Square, Poundbury    01305 250782   www.stitchinghouse.co.uk 

May Quiz—here’s the answers 

1.   H.E. Bates 

2.   Maybug 

3.   Maypole dancing 

4.   Brian May 

5.   Hovis 

6.   Mae West 

7.   1954 

8.   The Great Exhibition 

9.   55 metres (180 ft) 

10.  Maggie May by Rod Stewart                  The Cerne Abbas Giant 

 

Well done if you got them all right! 
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Advertise here in 2021 

The Pilot is published monthly and distributed free to all 1600 addresses in 

Charminster, Charlton Down and Stinsford. 

Advertising in The Pilot is sold annually. The rate is £24 per column cm for 

black and white or £26 for full colour. Advertisements can be changed during 

the year to include seasonal offers or special events. Copy should be provid-

ed in high resolution, preferably jpg format. 

New advertisers are welcome and should e-mail  

advertising@charpilot.com.   Editorial copy to editor@charpilot.com 

Morning and Evening prayer takes place in the village churches 

of the benefice.  However, during the current Corvid-19 crisis, 

both churches are open for private prayer and now some re-

styled services have been resumed. 
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Little Helpers Dorchester 

Many Hands Make Light Work 

We are a local Company solely working to offer support for your practical and emo-

tional needs.  Providing help for older or disabled people living alone or couples and 

find every day chores difficult to cope with.  We can assist you in maintaining an inde-

pendent life in your own home.  We offer a range of services from: Light Cleaning, 

Laundry, Gardening, Shopping, Cooking, Trips out and about and lots more.    We are 

DBS (Police Checked) & Fully Insured.  

 For more information please contact - Pauline Waterman ) 07720 196 082  or  

 Antonia Minterne ) 07925 988 592    * littlehelpersdorchester@gmail.com 
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Minterne Gardens 

Minterne Gardens open daily from 10am to 6pm. 

Minterne Magna, Dorset DT2 7AU 

enquiries@minterne.co.uk 

Adults £6  Season Tickets available: Family £30 Single £20 
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Dorchester Framing 
Picture Framing Service.  

Excellent advice and a wide selection of frames and mounts.  Open 

most days but best to call or email first before making a special trip. 

 

The Old School House  Tincleton DT2 8QR 

01305 848909                                               joan@dorchesterframing.com 

 WOODS FUNERAL SERVICES 
Providing a caring service since 1878 

Pauline Guy  Dip FD MBIFD 

Funeral Director, Dorchester 

Allan Quartermaine  Dip FD LMBIFD 

Funeral Director, Weymouth 

11a Icen Way, Dorchester  DT1 1EW                          01305 250425 

enquiries@woodsfuneralservices.co.uk 

www.woodsfuneralservices.co.uk 
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Villages’ Directory 
DORSET COUNCILLOR 

Cllr David Taylor  07905 352710 cllrdavid.taylor@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk 

 

LOCAL NEIGHBOURHOOD POLICE TEAM 

CHARMINSTER CONTACTS 

Parish Council 

 

 

Flood Wardens 

 

 

 

St Mary’s First 

School 

Pre-School 

Village Hall 

Women’s Institute 

Bell ringers 

Chairman: Mark Simons   260055 

Vice chair: Carol Matthews   751535 

Parish Clerk: Sarah Davies   07947 622326  

 

Keith Beeson     264032 

Bob Brinton     260511 

Tim Yarker     265942 

 

Headteacher: Suzanne Garner  263880 

Caretaker: Belinda Bessant   266598 

Vanessa Thomas    251512  

Bookings:  Sarah Bird   266478 

Judy Thompson    263783 

Captain: Chris White    07783555199 
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CHARLTON DOWN CONTACTS 

Village Hall 

 

CD Women’s Institute 

Jellytots 

Flood Warden 

 

Mandy Edwards   07792 723810 

enquiries@charltondownvillagehall.info 

Brenda Down     251499 

Emma     07791 204323 

Carol Matthews    751535 

 

Stinsford Parish 

Council 

Parish Clerk: Kirsty Rigler   268818 

stinsfordclerk@googlemail.com 

Alison Barlow     07918 745017 

Lisa Upwards     

 Charminsterbrownies@gmail.com 

 

Ruth Young     268208 

 

Val Scriven     265177 

Louise Christopher    264312 

 

Girl Guides 

Brownies 

 

Scouts, Cubs, Bea-

vers 

Scottish Country 

Dancing 

Charminster Stores 

& Post Office  

STINSFORD CONTACTS 
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