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Charminster 

 Village Hall 

 

We look forward to welcoming back our regular users as soon 

as Government regulations permit. 

Open for children’s parties and other private bookings from 

July 1st. 

For information contact Sarah Bird on 01305 266478 

Or sarah306bird@aol.co.uk 
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It’s time to enjoy sunshine and strawberries, sea and sand, and the first day 

of summer on June 21. Also, slightly oddly, Midsummer Day on June 24! (It’s 

all down to astronomers versus meteorologists, apparently). 

In this month’s Pilot, we bring you further news about Charminster Fete and 

the organisers’ offer to donate funds to local groups and activities, and are 

encouraging local chaps to get practising for the  men’s chocolate cake com-

petition.  And don’t forget to plant those sunflower seeds, kids! 

And we report that the prospect of a large-scale windfarm close to Charlton 

Down has once again reared its head—what is your opinion about that? 

There’s also news from our regular contributors along with some welcome 

new reports from St Mary’s First School in Charminster. 

As ever, we thank all our contributors, advertisers and the distribution team 

for their support of The Pilot.  Now, thanks to an increase in the grant from 

the parish council, we have been able to up our production to extend our 

reach into the new housing developments in the area. 

Here at Pilot HQ we love to hear from you.  So if you have any regular copy, 

stories to tell, or comments to make, please send to editor@charpilot.com . 

And now you can see The Pilot on-line by  clicking onto the Charminster Par-

ish Council website— www.charminster.info—it’s non-stop innovations ! 

Our next copy deadline for the July edition is June 11. 

Marilyn Kay (Editor) 
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Charminster Parish Council has said 

it would have significant concerns if 

plans were re-introduced to erect 

large scale wind turbines on land 

east of Charlton Down. 

Similar proposals were rejected by 

West Dorset District Council four 

years ago. But the idea has now    

resurfaced in plans put forward for 

public consultation by Dorset County 

Council. 

The site is one of a number ear-

marked across the county as being 

suitable for “large-scale” wind-

powered turbines. 

At last month’s parish council 

meeting members were told that the 

scale of the proposals had not been 

apparent when they were put out for 

consultation.  It was now understood 

that the turbines would be much larg-

er than first thought. 

Councillor Tim Yarker said it seemed 

strange that the proposals should be 

reinstated so soon after being reject-

ed by West Dorset because of their 

visual impact on the landscape. 

“The landscape hasn’t changed,” said 

Mr Yarker. 

Members acknowledged that Dorset 

Council had since declared a climate 

emergency and needed to balance 

arguments about concerns  for the 

environment against the need for 

more renewable energy. 

The council decided to register its 

concerns with the county council 

about the visual intrusion that would 

be created by large-scale turbines  

and to draw attention to the previous 

rejection of the plans. 

“Large-scale” wind turbine 

plans reappear 
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Before Covid struck and Charminster 

Fete 2020 was cancelled, we were 

planning a special chocolate  cake 

competition for men (and boys) only. 

We know this has been a highly suc-

cessful fete feature  in other parts of 

the country for years, so we thought 

we’d unashamedly pinch the idea. 

To make things fair, we’d like you all 

to use the same recipe—but decorate 

your cake as simply or as elaborately 

as you like.  They’ll be judged on the 

day, then auctioned off (with a small 

slice missing!) during the fete on   

August 21. 

So here’s the recipe—and let’s see 

some macho mocha!  You’ll need: 

50g  2oz cocoa 

5 tablespoons boiling water 

3 eggs 

150g  5oz low fat natural yogurt 

125g  4oz soft baking margarine 

275g  10oz caster sugar 

175g  6oz self-raising flour 

1 teaspoon baking powder 

Preheat oven to 180c/350F/mk4. 

Lightly grease 2 20cm/8”sandwich 

tins and line bases with baking paper. 

Sift cocoa into large bowl, add water 

and blend until smooth.  Cool slightly.  

Add eggs, marge, yogurt and sugar.  

Sift in flour and baking powder and 

beat until smooth.  Divide mix evenly 

between the tins, level the surface 

and bake in oven for 25-30 minutes 

until well-risen, firm to the touch and 

just starting to shrink from the sides. 

Leave to cool for a while, then turn 

out, remove baking paper and further 

cool on a rack. 

Join the cakes together with whipped 

cream, butter cream, ganache or even 

Nutella and then decorate and take to 

the fete. 

But most of all, have fun! 

Here’s one I 

made earlier, 

covered in 

white choco-

late ganache. 

A bit rustic but 

tasted good! 

Marilyn Kay 

Chaps’ chocolate cake contest 
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A brown Long-Eared bat roosting in 

the barn at Kingcombe 
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Wow! North Street play-

ground gets a makeover. 
Charminster Parish Council  wants to create a playground with “a wow fac-

tor” when work is completed on the North Street playing field. 

Members have agreed to extensive plans to provide new equipment and  

renovate some existing rides. 

Council chairman Mark Simons told last month’s meeting: ”We want to cre-

ate something we can be proud of.” 

The plans are still to be finalised, but it is hoped some of the work could be 

completed in time for the summer holidays. The dilapidated climbing frame is 

to be replaced and other worn-out equipment removed. 

New smaller goals are to be installed following comments from young peo-

ple, and the council will give further thought to what other facilities can be 

provided for older children. 

• There have been concerns about the playground at Broken Cross 

where there has been some damage as well as complaints from neigh-

bours.  At  the time of going to press, an on-site meeting between 

residents and parish councillors 

was planned to take place to 

discuss a way forward. 

 

 

The North Street climbing 

frame 



10 

 

 

Trefoilers get 

back in action 

Members of Trefoil—the organisa-

tion for those who have or have had 

an interest in Girlguiding— are on 

the march (well, stroll!). 

Sue Allen (pictured) a Trefoil member 

who at one time helped with Rain-

bows in Charminster, led our stroll 

round the Poundbury hillfort from 

the Great Field. We ended back there 

for coffee and chat at the new Pavil-

ion. We can recommend the coffee! 

July outing 

While our May meeting was by Zoom 

(Quiz and fun Bingo – no prizes), we 

hope to be able to meet in small  

 

 

 

 

 

groups out of doors in June and have 

an outing in July. Strolling has started 

and we hope to have our first post 

lockdown café catch-up at the Shire 

Hall at the end of May – in small 

groups if more than 6 members and 

friends turn up. It will be lovely to get 

back to something like normal again! 

Judy Thompson 

Chairperson. 01305 263783. E-

mail:jct231@outlook.com 

If you or your daughter would like to 

join Rainbows, Brownies or Guides, 

you can find out more about what we 

do from the Guiding website 

www.girlguiding.org.uk.  You can also 

register your interest and join a 

waiting list there. 
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Baking 

Brownies… 

or rather, 

flapjacks! 

Charminster Brownies met together 

for the first time on a chilly, windy 

but sunny end of April evening for 

an evening of songs, games and 

making flapjacks.  

For flapjacks, every girl had a bowl 

and helped themselves to the re-

quired amount of sugar and porridge 

oats, honey or golden syrup and Alli 

added melted butter. The mixture 

was then put in foil trays – one per 

Brownie, baked and taken home, 

hopefully to share.  

By the time you read this, Guides will 

also have made flapjacks – they love 

cooking too.  

A fun outdoor programme is being 

planned with more cooking – in card-

board boxes on open fires – a possi-

bility. It can work well ...sometimes!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Alli and Sue (Brownies) 

Alli, Ann and Christine (Guides) 

Contact: Allic4t@aol.com. 

...07483429596     (Guides and 

Brownies)  

https://www.girlguiding.org.uk/ 
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Meadows 
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Your June Quiz… 

1.  Which former Dorchester MP was responsible for commissioning the 18th 

century Came House at Winterborne Came? 

2.  The first day of summer is June 21st. When does summer end in 2021? 

 3.  Which musical features the hit song “June is bustin’ out all over”? 

4.  What is the Filly Loo? 

5.  Which Dorset location was used in the film The Boat That Rocked, a Rich-

ard Curtis comedy about pirate radio in the ‘60s? 

6.  George III was a frequent visitor to the Portland Arms on the Isle of Port-

land. What was his favourite dish? 

7.  The River Frome between Dorset and Wareham has been designated an 

SSSI. What do the initials stand for? 

8.  Actor who played Dot Cotton in BBC One’s EastEnders 

9.  When did the D-Day invasion of Normandy take place? 

10. “Exercise Smash” was a full-scale military rehearsal for D-Day. Where did 

it take place? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Answers on page 43 
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 The Upvc Repair Company 

Broken or misted sealed units replaced into Upvc 

Upvc door and window repairs 

Hinges, handles, locks, barrels and rubber gasket 

replaced 

Upvc windows and doors refurbished 

Mobile: 07415 579988 Tel: 01935 83430 or 01305 559975 

Email: info@theupvcrepaircompany.co.uk 

www.theupvcrepaircompany.co.uk 

No call out charge 

mailto:info@theupvcrepaircompany.co.uk
http://www.theupvcrepaircompany.co.uk
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Local groups could benefit 

from Fete fortunes. 
Have you a project in mind that might improve the village of Charminster or 

the local environment? 

Charminster Fête raises several thousand pounds each year and wants to 

offer grants to organisations or individuals for schemes that will “ benefit the 

people of the village and its environment.” 

In the past, money raised by the fête has been donated to St Mary’s Church 

and the village hall. This year, the fête committee is hoping to broaden the 

range of organisations that benefit from the event, which is being held on 

August 21st. 

Chairman Nigel Kay said:” Our 

main objective is to create a fun 

event for everyone to enjoy. But 

we also raise several thousand  

pounds, and we’d like to see 

this money spent wisely for the 

benefit of the whole village.” 

Applications for grants will be 

considered by the fête com-

mittee in September. They are 

prepared to offer grants from 

£50 to £500 for projects that 

will enhance the life of the vil-

lage. Write to                          

nigelrkay@gmail.com for an 

official application form. 

Punch and Judy—always popular at the 

fete. 
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Alterations and repairs to ladies’ and gents’ clothing and 

furnishings plus basic curtain-making.  All sewing professionally 

done at  very reasonable cost. Will collect and deliver if required. No 

task too small. Hilary Charlesworth (Minterne Magna) 01300 341845 

                Locksmith 
Paul Parrott—local independent professional 

UPVC & wooden door/window specialist 

24/7 Emergency call-out 

Police recommended insurance approved locks supplied and fitted 

Additional security for  garages, gates, patios, doors and windows 

No hidden charges—DBS/CRB cleared—Fully insured 

Safe entry. Safes supplied. Key safes and Codelocks fitted 

Catching doors, problem locking? Call a locksmith 

07709 545701 
www.parrottlocks.co.uk 
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Fun but safe at 

Pre-School fete 
Planning for one of Charminster’s 

largest family events is well under-

way and it intends to be better than 

ever! With fish ‘n’ chips, a bar and 

Jen’s ice creams, as well as a fabu-

lous selection of stalls, there really is 

fun for all.  

Raffle tickets will soon be going on 

sale, and there are some great prizes 

to be won, including a smart TV and 

selection of Conker Gin.  

Up-to-date Government guidelines 

will be followed regarding keeping 

the Fun Day Covid-safe, with hand 

sanitiser available on all stalls.  

Sponsors 

Clayson Scaffolding is the main spon-

sor, but if anyone wishes to become 

a support sponsor, please get in 

touch. 

Organisers are looking for raffle and 

child and adult tombola prizes as well 

as bric-a-brac – all of which can be 

dropped off at Qwikfast Trade and 

DIY Supplies on the Poundbury West 

Industrial Estate by the 30th June. 

Cakes and plants can be dropped off 

on the morning of the event.  

Finally, the team would like to say a 

huge thank you to Lindy and her fam-

ily at Charminster Village Stores and 

Post Office, who have worked tire-

lessly throughout the pandemic to 

support the community.  

They have been dedicated supporters 

for many years now, supporting the 

event on the day and behind the 

scenes, but feel it is time for others in 

the community to take the reins. If 

anyone would like to volunteer  be-

hind the scenes or on the day, please 

contact Emma Norman at 

e.norman21@outlook.com. 
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Chef Karen 

A sign of Spring 

Our May meeting was yet again via 

Zoom but with a new Chair and com-

mittee.   Judy Thompson, our new 

Chair, asked the new committee to 

introduce themselves and tell the 

meeting a little bit about their lives 

and occupations.  It was good to hear 

how many had found friendship 

through the WI. 

The business part of the meeting 

included lots of ideas for the future 

and all our group leaders outlined 

plans for this year.  There was lots of 

friendly discussion.  

Alpacas’ visit 

Our July 8th meeting will be at the 

new Community hall and will feature 

visiting Alpacas.   With all the new 

building and so many people new to 

the village, we hope this will tempt 

some of our new residents to come 

and join us to see what we are all 

about.  

WI is a really good way of getting to 

know people. We also try to give 

support and companionship to all 

our members.  Do come and give it a 

try at our July meeting at 7.30 in the 

Community hall. You will find a very 

warm welcome.  

Warm welcome 

We have several special interest 

groups including a walking group, 

book club, lunch club and craft 

group. We also hope our skittles 

group will revive after lockdown and 

there is always scope for something 

new to start.  

We issue a very warm welcome to 

anyone who would like to come for a 

couple of free trial meetings. Contact 

Judy Thompson on 01305 263783 or 

Doreen Sadd on 01305 267498. We 

should love to see you! 

Juliet Austin 

Charminster WI 

want to          

welcome new 

friends  
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St Mary’s, Charminster 
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Mandy, the latest addition to Steve’s 

flock Riverside path, Stinsford 

 

Stinsford Parish 

Council annual 

report 
Four new councillors—Liz Crocker, 

Susan Escott, Julie Martin, and Sarah 

Pattinson—have brought a wealth of 

expertise and interests to the PC as 

well as correcting its gender imbal-

ance, writes PC chairman George 

Armstrong. 

I would particularly like to thank our 

Parish Clerk for her expert guidance 

and hard work in translating  council-

lors’ comments into coherent policy 

documents, as well as all the council-

lors for their efforts. 

Concerns for the future 

 We had an enthusiastic response to 

the Neighbourhood Planning process. 

The last two years have been an in-

tense process of research, consulta-

tion and policy making. The whole 

process has been driven by parishion-

ers pooling their knowledge of the 

area and their concerns for its future. 

The PC also produced an excellent 

response to the first stage of the Lo-

cal Plan consultation, and I  thank all 

who made a contribution to this pro-

cess.  

The PC responded critically to the 

new National Planning Framework 

and argued strongly against its pro-

posals to downgrade local planning 

consultations in the name of efficien-

cy. 

Back to business 

 The parish has been lucky to have 

had a low incidence of Covid infection 

in its area and thus deaths. Our 

thoughts, however, are with any fam-

ilies and individuals who have been 

directly affected by the virus.   

The small businesses in the Parish 

have all been affected but have man-

aged to keep trading. Hospitality busi-

nesses have been particularly restrict-

ed by successive. The PC wishes them 

a successful return to full trading, 

including our major employer, King-

ston Maurward.  

Our relationship with the college and 

the estate remains positive. We will 

continue to work closely with them as 

they are recognised as a strategic 

asset within the county. We thank 

the college for its assistance in main-

taining the playground. 
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Very little progress has been made in 

improving the river path. Bank ero-

sion has worsened over the last two 

winters . Dorset Council has an esti-

mate of approximately £13,000 for 

improving the path but no headway 

has been made in getting such mon-

ies allocated to the path. 

Before COVID and related lockdowns, 

the numbers attending the annual 

Parish Meeting had declined. I had 

hoped to use the Neighbourhood 

Plan process to draw more people in. 

It remains an area of concern. 

How green do 

you want your 

valley? 
Stinsford Parish Council  is develop-

ing a climate and ecological emer-

gency strategy and  would welcome 

your views. 

As we explore what can be done in 

the Parish to tackle climate change, 

reduce carbon emissions and adapt 

to more extreme weather we also 

want to look at ways to conserve, 

manage and restore our natural envi-

ronment. 

Join forces 

We hope to join forces with Kingston 

Maurward College as they  work to-

wards being carbon neutral by 2025 – 

25 years earlier than the UK target.   

As the Parish’s strategy takes shape, 

please tell us what should be includ-

ed, what is a realistic target, what are 

your aspirations, what actions can be 

taken? 

Unfortunately, we cannot get togeth-

er to discuss this at a public meeting 

but invite parishioners and businesses 

to get in touch with Councillors or 

email the Parish Clerk at stins-

fordclerk@gmail.com. 

Tentative steps 

We have already taken tentative 

steps towards tackling this climate 

emergency by including policies seek-

ing to protect and enhance vulnera-

ble habitats and minimise the carbon 

footprint of new homes, but  there is 

much more we can do.  

This is a global crisis but everyone can 

play a part.  With your help we can 

make a difference. 
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Rev’d Leila 

From the    

vicarage... 
It appears that, finally, we are travel-

ling towards the end of the pandem-

ic. However, we are being warned by 

the experts to expect a few more 

bumps in the road as we head to the 

finish line. Even then COVID-19 will 

not disappear completely. The hope 

is it will be managed in the same way 

as flu.  

It is also becoming more and more 

apparent that the world post- pan-

demic is going to be a different place 

from what it was before. This all 

means that a word that can make 

many of us very uneasy and dive for 

cover is being increasingly used -   

that word  is CHANGE!  

For the better 

It is pretty obvious to most of us that 

things will have to change. So, the 

challenge to us as individuals, as a 

community, as a country and as mem-

bers of the human race, is that we 

need to make sure these changes are 

for the better.  

 From generation-to-generation mil-

lions of people have looked to the 

Bible in general and especially to the 

teachings of Jesus to answer the 

question, ‘what changes do we need 

to implement to make this world  a 

better place for all?’   

It works!   

I say we need to continue this tradi-

tion and continue to look to the Bible 

for the answer to that question. I am 

not just saying this because I am a 

vicar, I am  also saying this because it 

works!  You have only to look back in 

history, many of the great move-

ments that campaigned successfully 

to implement change, and which 

made the world a better place, had 

Christians at their centre.  As Pope 

Francis has written,  ‘If we act as one 

people, even in the face of other epi-

demics that threaten us, we can make 

a real impact. … May we find within 

us the necessary antibodies of justice, 

charity and solidarity. We must not be 

afraid to live the alternative—the 

civilization of love. … In this time of 

tribulation and mourning, I hope that, 

where you are, you will be able to 

experience Jesus, who comes to meet 

you, greets you and says: "Rejoice" . 

The Bible passage I’d love you to read   
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 is from the Gospel of Luke. It is one of 

Jesus’ most famous parables, The 

Parable of the Good Samaritan. The 

core message of this parable is that 

we need to support and help all those 

in need, whoever they are or wherev-

er they come from. One of the most 

positive things during this pandemic 

has been how so many people have 

crossed the road ready to help others 

in need.  May this continue long after 

we have emerged from these difficult 

times.  

Revd Mark 

*The Parable of the Good Samaritan 

( Luke 10:25-37) 

  

Fancy a game of bridge?  Tony’s 

your man! 

Charminster’s Tony Moore is looking for some fellow bridge players to make 

up a four now that many restrictions are being eased. 

Tony, who lives in Broken Cross, has played “on and off” for 50 years, but 

doesn’t want to be over competitive.  “I’d like to find people who simply 

want to play bridge to an intermediate standard without getting too caught 

up in leagues and contests,” he said. 

So if you know the basics of bridge, perhaps you’d like to join Tony at the 

Broken Cross community centre once a week to enjoy the game.  

If you’re interested,  Tony would love to hear from you either by email at   

mooret1940@yahoo.com or by phoning him on 01305 751779 
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A male Kestrel taking a break in the sun 

JUNE 2021 at ST MARY’S CHURCH. CHARMINSTER  

Please note that these services may be subject to change 

depending on the regulations issued by the Government 

     

Sunday 6th June  -   First Sunday after Trinity 

   8.00 am  Holy Communion (BCP) 

   9.30 am Holy Communion (CW) 

     

Sunday 13th June  -  Second Sunday after Trinity 

   8.00 am Holy Communion (BCP) 

   9.30 am Holy Communion (CW) 

 

 

Sunday 20th June  -  Third Sunday after Trinity 

   8.00 am Holy Communion (BCP) 

   9.30 am Holy Communion (CW) 

   6.00 pm Evensong 

 

 

Sunday 27th June  -  Fourth Sunday after Trinity 

   8.00 am Holy Communion (BCP)  

   9.30 am Holy Communion (CW) 

 

If you would like to receive links to any of our online services via Zoom or You 

Tube, please contact 

Rev. Mark Phillips – 01305 262477  or  Jean Garrard – 01305 259083 

Every Wednesday  -  11.30 am   Mid-week Zoom Service 
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JUNE 2021 AT ST MICHAEL’S, STINSFORD 

Please note that these services may be subject to change 

depending on the regulations issued by the Government 

 

Sunday 6th June  -  First Sunday after Trinity 

   10.00 am Holy Communion (CW) 

 

Sunday 13th June  -  Second Sunday after Trinity 

   11.15 am BCP Mattins 

  

Sunday 20th June  -  Third Sunday after Trinity 

   10.00 am Holy Communion (CW) 

  

Sunday 27th June  -  Fourth Sunday after Trinity 

   6.00 pm Evensong 

 

If you would like to receive links to our online services via Zoom  

please contact 

Rev. Mark Phillips – 01305 262477  or  Jean Garrard – 01305 259083 

Every Wednesday  -  11.30 am   Mid-week Zoom Service 
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Charminster 

School puts the 

fun in fund-

raising 
A big "hello" to Pilot readers from St 

Mary's School Association Charmin-

ster.  

It has certainly been a very strange 

and trying year for all, the children 

have coped with so many changes 

amazingly well.  Now we’re hoping 

for more good weather to allow for 

outdoor and Covid-safe play. 

As a School Association, we have tried 

hard to keep spirits up with ongoing 

competitions and virtual events. 

Our current fundraising event is our 

Digital Pet Show running until May 

30th—so get those entries in quickly! 

We have many categories where you 

can enter fun photos of your pet.  

Each entry costs £2 payable via 

www.gofundme.com/f/charminster-

pet-show and it’s open to anyone 

who’d like to join in the fun.  You can 

also join our Facebook page, St 

Mary’s First School Charminster, Pet 

Show, and you can email entries to 

ltaylor@Qwikfast.co.uk.  Get snap-

ping and enjoy! 

All our fundraising at the moment is 

for our sensory garden renovations.  

Work will hopefully begin in the sum-

mer to provide children with a beauti-

ful tranquil area, helping to benefit 
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Matt (left) and Joe at home in 

Charlton Down 

 
their mental health and well-being as 

well as providing area for reflection, 

prayer and exploring nature at its 

finest. 

Earlier in the year, our ‘Walk to the 

Arctic challenge’ was an amazing suc-

cess. We raised a fantastic £1126 to-

wards new chairs for two of our class-

rooms.  

 

Some of the children won prizes in 

separate categories for achieving this, 

we had ‘most miles walked’, ‘best 

fancy dress’ and ‘most money raised’ 

Mrs Garner presented the children 

with a lovely eco polar bear and Arc-

tic themed book for their achieve-

ments. We also had many runner up 

certificates. A special thanks and well 

done to all the children who got in-

volved in this challenge and their 

families and friends for the generous 

donations. 

We are also hopeful that our well 

known joint ‘fun day’ with Charmin-

ster pre-school will be able to go 

ahead on July 11th, this of course will 

be dependent on Covid restrictions, 

but we have everything crossed that 

this will go ahead and plans are well 

underway for providing all with a day 

to remember. The fun day provides a 

wonderful opportunity to raise much 

needed funds for both the School and 

pre-school, it is also a fantastic day 

where children, their families and our 

wonderful community can all get to-

gether to enjoy the many things that 

will be on offer. 

Raffle prizes 

If anyone in our community would 

like to contribute any raffle prizes, 

tombola gifts or bric-a-brac for this 

event, then please pop these along to 

our drop off point at Qwikfast, locat-

ed on Poundbury west industrial Es-

tate, Dorchester. 

Times have been strange to say the 

least, but we are keeping positive 

that better days are coming! We are 

forever thankful that we are part of 

such a wonderful community and 

School. 

Kate Emery-Burns 

St Mary's CE VC First School Associa-

tion. 
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Bockhampton Bridge 
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Stinsford 

News 
From Michael Clarke 

The frostiest April on record for at 

least 60 years may well impact on this 

year’s fruit harvest. But at last a drop 

of rain and milder temperatures have 

given rise to a flourish of new growth 

from seeds and plants.  

A big thankyou to Sue Grenville-Jones 

for her plant sale held on Saturday, 

1st May 2021 from her home. Pro-

ceeds have been shared between St 

Michaels and the Bockhampton & 

District Horticultural Association. 

Having grown on more than 100 per-

ennial plants which were immediately 

taken up by fellow gardeners, both 

Sue and Hugh had a very busy morn-

ing. 

New signs 

The new oak finger-board sign at 

Bockhampton Cross is coming along. 

Cut and shaped by Kingston Maur-

ward’s Construction Department it is 

now being painted. Now, all 122 of 

the letters, which were cast in Shafts-

bury, are being finished by the Weld-

ing and Blacksmithing Department. 

We have been given a replacement 

bracket by the Dorset AONB to hold 

the Lower Bockhampton finger. Once 

completed, all four finger post signs 

in the parish will be in good order, 

and should survive for some years. 

June 5th and 6th is the Thomas Hardy 

Birthday Weekend, with events to 

commemorate the 181st anniversary 

of the novelist and poet’s birth. As 

part of this event we will have the 

Archdeacon Penny Sayer  giving the 

sermon at the 10 a.m. service on the 

Sunday followed by readings and the 

laying of the Society’s wreath on Har-

dy’s tomb.   

Victorian Fair 

The town will hold the Thomas Hardy 

Victorian Fair, and this year to be a 

mixture of online virtual presenta-

tions and live events from 11 a.m. to 

4 p.m. including guided tours of Dor-

chester, a Victorian food market, a 

live lunchtime performance by Tatter-

demalion and craft demonstrations in 

Shire Hall.   

Social distancing will be in place with 

ticketed places for limited numbers. 

Find out more about the weekend at 

www.hardysociety.org.    
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Portland Pudding—fit for a 

King 

It’s amazing what you find out when researching for The Pilot monthly quiz! 

This delicious pudding was evidently a big favourite of King George III. 

According to the Inside Dorset website: The National Standard of Literature, 

Science, Music, Theatricals, and the Fine Arts (1838) says: “During the resi-

dence of George the Third at Weymouth, his majesty and suite frequently 

visited the Royal Portland Arms, one of the best houses of entertainment on 

the island. “  

“The landlady’s art of cooking was of a very superior cast, and never failed to 

afford the highest satisfactions. His majesty’s palate, indeed, was so particu-

larly gratified with a pudding of her composition, that he ordered it to be ad-

vertised in the Dorset County Chronicle and christened it the Royal pudding. It 

is positively stated, moreover, that, on one occasion, his majesty and suite, 

having found the taste of the Royal Pudding so exquisite, actually remained 

at table until a second edition of it was produced, for which they had all re-

served a corner.” 

There are several recipes for Portland Pudding on the internet, including one 

by the TV chef Paul Ainsworth, who was born in Southampton and now has 

his own Michelin-starred restaurant in Padstow. All the recipes feature can-

died peel, oranges, and 

orange liqueur. You can 

find Paul’s recipe simply 

by searching for Port-

land Pudding on Google. 

 

Portland Pudding 
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 New path nears completion 
The new footpath alongside North Street to Higher Charminster should be 

completed by the end of May when contractors lay the Tarmac.  New hedg-

ing has been planted to fill the gaps which had to be removed during the 

works, and a wildflower border is also planned.  The path will improve safety 

for pedestrians who previously  had to walk on the busy road. 

Andrew Darby 

Building Services Ltd 

All types of building work undertaken: 

Extensions, structural alterations, kitchen, bathrooms 

01305 757162         07974 260938 

Email:  adbsltd@gmail.com 
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WENDY SOUTHAM  
LWCMD, ALWCMD  

Singing, Flute and Piano  teacher  
20+ years experience  

Help with aural and theory also available  

 

11 Cedar Road 07811 417820 

Charlton Down  01305 266283 wendysoutham@btinternet.com 

 

BURTON LANDSCAPES LTD 

An established professional team of landscapers undertaking all aspects of 
landscaping and maintenance including fencing, pergolas, artificial and 

wooden decking, artificial grass, turfing, walling, paving, steps, groundworks, 
drainage and site clearance. 

Contact  Mike on 07717 685951 / 01305 854603 

burtonlandscape@hotmail.com www.burtonlandscapes.co.uk 
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Selling a car, but can’t face the … 

 … hassle? 

Halcyon Motors Ltd is a friendly, family-run business 
based in Milborne St Andrew. 

If you  have a car, motorbike, van or camper to sell, we will happily come to you and 
pay cash.  Or, if you are trading in elsewhere, phone us first—we can usually offer 
more. 

Buying?  Visit www.halcyonmotors.co.uk to see ‘warts and all’ descriptions and pho-
tos of our current stock.  All vehicles are warranted and part exchanges welcome. 

Don MacLeod 01258 839209 or 07782 189555 (Mon to Sun 8am-8pm) 

 

 

KEVIN’S GARDEN LABOUR SERVICES 
FOR ALL YOUR GARDENING NEEDS 

 
Grass cutting 
(Ride on mower available) 

Hedge Trimming 
Tree Lopping 

And many extras—just ask 
GARDEN CLEARANCE 

Also mini-digger and operator 
available at affordable rates 

Call KEVIN on 01305 261916 or 07854 090861 
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Church Contacts 

THE PARISHES OF CHARMINSTER AND STINSFORD 

Part of the Benefice of Charminster, Stinsford and the Chalk Stream Villages 

 

Rector    The Reverend Mark Phillips  262477 

House for Duty Priest The Reverend Pene Kennedy 251422 

(The Chalk Stream) 

Curate, Charminster,            The Reverend Leila Mather  263761 

Stinsford & Chalk Stream Villages 

Hon. Associate Minister The Reverend Dr Hugh Willis  262940 

Associate Minister  The Reverend Dr Rob Van der Hart  852130 

ST MARY THE VIRGIN, CHARMINSTER 

Churchwarden  Andrew Morgan   259664 

PCC Secretary  Jean Garrard    259083 

PCC Treasurer  Andrew Jones   264316 

ST MICHAEL’S, STINSFORD 

Churchwardens  Shirley Churchill   260159 

    Sally Warburton   269161 

PCC Treasurer  Michael A Clarke   267611 

FOR BAPTISMS AND MARRIAGES 

Contact the Administrator for the Parish of St Mary’s Charminster and St 
Michael’s Stinsford,  Jean Garrard stmaryschurchcharminster@outlook.com 
 

mailto:stmaryschurchcharminster@outlook.com
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 01305 880157 
or mobile 07974 812472 

• Extensions, conversions, rewiring & installations 

• Inspections & testing, minor works 

• All work carried out by qualified electricians 

DB CARPENTRY 

Contact Dane on 07734 437037 

DB Carpentry to meet all your carpentry needs 

Doors, frames, locks fitted, wardrobes, flooring, fencing 

With over 20 years experience , qualifications & insurances 

 

Free 

 Quotations 

G.J.S. PLUMBING & HEATING LTD 
Gas Safe Registered for Professional reliable Service 

Call 01305 267765 

Or (Between 10am & 4pm) Mobile: 07951 880654 
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Fun in the floods for some! 

 

High levels but a free 

flowing River Cerne 

  

 

 

THOMAS FURNITURE RESTORATION  Est 1995 

ALL TYPES OF RESTORATION, including veneer and joint repair. 

UPHOLSTERY, TABLE TOP RE-FINISHING, FRENCH POLISHING 

Major flood and fire damage repair  Free estimates 

Please see website for further information 

www.thomasfurniturerestoration.co.uk 

Piddlehinton  01305 849406/07989 935080 

 

 

 David Whalley 

 DWROOFING Ltd 
A family business with over 40 years experience in all types of roofing.  
Roofing specialists for Dorchester, Weymouth and surrounding areas. 

 We specialise in: 

 Traditional Roofing  Lead work 

 Flat roof systems  All roofing repairs 

01305 570427 or 07799 640989                    
Email: dwroofingltd@gmail.com 

FREE, no obligation, estimates 

 CALL US 

TODAY 
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SOUTH COAST P&H SERVICES LTD 

• Bathroom installations 

• Central heating systems and power flushing 

• All plumbing work large or small 

Call John on 07964 171589 
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Stitchinghouse Design 

        Beautiful Curtains & Gorgeous Fabrics          Blinds and Cushions  

Huge collection of poles, tracks & systems 

Friendly professional quality service           Help with colour, ideas and design 

Monday  to Friday 9-4   Saturday  9-12    or by appointment 

3 Pummery Square, Poundbury    01305 250782   www.stitchinghouse.co.uk 

June Quiz answers… 

1.  John Damer (1720–1783) 

2.  Wednesday, September 22nd  

3.  Carousel by Rodgers and Hammerstein 

4.  A traditional festival celebrating mid-summer around the village pond in 

the North Dorset village of Ashmore. 

5.  Portland harbour 

6.  The landlady’s Portland Pudding, which he renamed 

Royal Pudding.* 

7.  Site of Special Scientific Interest: an area that is of 

particular interest to science due to the rare species of 

fauna or flora it contains. 

8.  June Brown 

9.  June 6th, 1944 

10. Studland Bay. 
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Advertise here in 2021 

The Pilot is published monthly and distributed free to all 1600 addresses in 

Charminster, Charlton Down and Stinsford. 

Advertising in The Pilot is sold annually. The rate is £24 per column cm for 

black and white or £26 for full colour. Advertisements can be changed during 

the year to include seasonal offers or special events. Copy should be provid-

ed in high resolution, preferably jpg format. 

New advertisers are welcome and should e-mail  

advertising@charpilot.com.   Editorial copy to editor@charpilot.com 

Morning and Evening prayer takes place in the village churches 

of the benefice.  However, during the current Corvid-19 crisis, 

both churches are open for private prayer and now some re-

styled services have been resumed. 
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Little Helpers Dorchester 

Many Hands Make Light Work 

We are a local Company solely working to offer support for your practical and emo-

tional needs.  Providing help for older or disabled people living alone or couples and 

find every day chores difficult to cope with.  We can assist you in maintaining an inde-

pendent life in your own home.  We offer a range of services from: Light Cleaning, 

Laundry, Gardening, Shopping, Cooking, Trips out and about and lots more.    We are 

DBS (Police Checked) & Fully Insured.  

 For more information please contact - Pauline Waterman ) 07720 196 082  or  

 Antonia Minterne ) 07925 988 592    * littlehelpersdorchester@gmail.com 
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Minterne Gardens 

Minterne Gardens open daily from 10am to 6pm. 

Minterne Magna, Dorset DT2 7AU 

enquiries@minterne.co.uk 

Adults £6  Season Tickets available: Family £30 Single £20 
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Dorchester Framing 
Picture Framing Service.  

Excellent advice and a wide selection of frames and mounts.  Open 

most days but best to call or email first before making a special trip. 

 

The Old School House  Tincleton DT2 8QR 

01305 848909                                               joan@dorchesterframing.com 

 WOODS FUNERAL SERVICES 
Providing a caring service since 1878 

Pauline Guy  Dip FD MBIFD 

Funeral Director, Dorchester 

Allan Quartermaine  Dip FD LMBIFD 

Funeral Director, Weymouth 

11a Icen Way, Dorchester  DT1 1EW                          01305 250425 

enquiries@woodsfuneralservices.co.uk 

www.woodsfuneralservices.co.uk 
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Villages’ Directory 
DORSET COUNCILLOR 

Cllr David Taylor  07905 352710 cllrdavid.taylor@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk 

 

LOCAL NEIGHBOURHOOD POLICE TEAM 

CHARMINSTER CONTACTS 

Parish Council 

 

 

Flood Wardens 

 

 

 

St Mary’s First 

School 

Pre-School 

Village Hall 

Women’s Institute 

Bell ringers 

Chairman: Mark Simons   260055 

Vice chair: Carol Matthews   751535 

Parish Clerk: Sarah Davies   07947 622326  

 

Keith Beeson     264032 

Bob Brinton     260511 

Tim Yarker     265942 

 

Headteacher: Suzanne Garner  263880 

Caretaker: Belinda Bessant   266598 

Vanessa Thomas    251512  

Bookings:  Sarah Bird   266478 

Judy Thompson    263783 

Captain: Chris White    07783555199 
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CHARLTON DOWN CONTACTS 

Village Hall 

 

CD Women’s Institute 

Jellytots 

Flood Warden 

 

Mandy Edwards   07792 723810 

enquiries@charltondownvillagehall.info 

Brenda Down     251499 

Emma     07791 204323 

Carol Matthews    751535 

 

Stinsford Parish 

Council 

Parish Clerk: Kirsty Rigler   268818 

stinsfordclerk@googlemail.com 

Alison Barlow     07918 745017 

Lisa Upwards     

 Charminsterbrownies@gmail.com 

 

Ruth Young     268208 

 

Val Scriven     265177 

Louise Christopher    264312 

 

Girl Guides 

Brownies 

 

Scouts, Cubs, Bea-

vers 

Scottish Country 

Dancing 

Charminster Stores 

& Post Office  

STINSFORD CONTACTS 
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Charminster & Charlton Down 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 South Ward (Charminster village) 

Keith Beeson   264032 

Peter Dangerfield  260543 

Richard East   264724 

Alan Rolls   267863 

Mark Simons (Chairman)  260055 

Tim Yarker   265942 

Vacancy 

The Parish Council have agreed an application from Rob and Tina Dixon at the Three 

Compasses in Charminster to use part of the Square in front of the pub as a seating 

area.  Although customers  will be able to go inside, social distancing will  reduce 

numbers .  Councillors  supported the plan until the end of the summer and said 

that everything should be done to help local businesses recover from the impact of 

Covid wherever possible. 

North Ward (Charlton Down and Forston) 

Carol Matthews (Vice-chair)    751535 

Geri Brown  07789 756610 

Richard Wareham 07710 938959 

Susan Frazer   269255 

Two vacancies 

Contact:  Parish Clerk Sarah Davies, 25 Strodes Lane, Charlton Down, 
DT2 9UB 

07947 622326  clerk@charminster.info 

Please see our website or contact the clerk for details of any forthcoming meetings 

www.charminster.info 

Charminster Parish Council 


