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Charminster 

 Village Hall 

Now fully open once more. 

For children’s parties and other private bookings  

contact Sarah Bird on 01305 266478 

Or sarah306bird@aol.co.uk 
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 November 
So here we are, the clocks went back 

an hour on October 31, Hallowe’en 

encouraged kids to dress like ghouls, 

Remembrance Day isn’t far off and 

Bonfire Night is only days away.  

And apart from remember, remem-

ber the fifth of  November, don’t for-

get to check around your bonfire for 

sheltering hedgehogs! (see our story 

on page 33) 

Platinum Jubilee 

We have Strawberry Field news, and 

the start of a short series about the 

River Cerne, a precious waterway 

that runs through Charminster, Charl-

ton Down and Forston. 

We’re also looking forward to next 

summer when the Queen celebrates 

her Platinum  Jubilee.  We have some 

information for those hoping to or-

ganise an event locally. 

After the last 18 months or so, it’s 

great to see social events popping up.  

There’s a new weekly coffee morning 

at the Community Hall being planned 

for parents and carers of village 

school children, adult craft classes  

for Christmas decorations, and vari-

ous winter fairs in the pipeline.  

We’re almost back to normal! 

Thanks 

Thanks, as ever, to our advertisers, 

contributors, distributors and deliver-

ers  - in fact, everyone who helps get 

The Pilot through your letterbox. 

Our next copy deadline is November 

5 and should be sent to edi-

tor@charpilot.com.  I shall expect 

some fire-cracking stuff! 

Best wishes 

Marilyn Kay (Editor) 
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Dorset says NO 

to Strawberry 

Field houses 
Campaigners in Charminster have 

been celebrating Dorset Council’s 

decision to reject plans for 80 new 

homes on the land off Westleaze 

which is known locally as Strawberry 

Field.  This comes after several 

attempts by developers to secure 

planning permission for the site. 

David Shaw, who helped coordinate 

opposition to the plans, said: “Many 

thanks to everyone who took the 

time to submit their objections to the 

Council or contributed to the fund for 

the village posters.   

The current prospective developers 

have been defeated for a third time 

(two planning refusals 

and an appeal dismis-

sal) and for now we 

will retain some of 

the valued landscape 

around our vil-

lage.  Let’s hope we 

can continue to keep 

it that way.” 

 

Among reasons given for the refusal 

of permission were the impact the 

development would have had on the 

historic Wolfeton House and the 

nearby Wolfeton Riding House.  

“Welcome result” 

Peter Dangerfield was delighted by 

the decision: “As chair of the Riding 

House Trust and someone who re-

gards themselves as immensely fortu-

nate to live in Charminster, I salute 

everyone who has done so much to 

get this welcome result.” 

Planners also considered the adverse 

impact of the development on  the 

site’s rural setting. 

Campaigner Matt Clarke said: “We 

were fighting to protect our valued 

green space, let's hope the develop-

ers throw in the towel once and for 

all!” 
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The River Cerne flows through the 

heart of historic Charminster. Nigel 

Kay looks at its significance to the 

village and our neighbouring coun-

tryside. 

The Cerne rises in the hills above 

Minterne Magna and meanders south 

through Cerne Abbas, Charlton Down 

and Charminster before joining the 

River Frome in the water meadows 

just north of Dorchester. It’s barely 

eight miles long, but it’s one of the 

most precious features of our land-

scape.  

England’s “rainforests” 

The Cerne is one of only 200 or so 

chalk streams in the world, most of 

which are found here in the UK. And 

according to environmental  organisa-

tions and the UK government, they 

are under threat. One report last year 

said: “Chalk streams are England’s 

rainforests, and they need help fast.” 

But how healthy is the River Cerne? 

And what can we do to improve the 

quality of our river and the  wildlife 

that lives in and around its water?  

The river is a blissful spot for children 

and dogs to cool off in the summer; it 

supports a wide diversity of wildlife - 

trout, salmon, freshwater crayfish, 

kingfishers, and water voles. It helps 

drain the fields, but historically it’s 

been responsible too for a number of 

significant floods - most recently,  in 

2014, when St Mary’s Church and a 

number of homes in the centre of the 

village fell 

victim. 

Parish Coun-

cillor Keith 

Beeson has 

lived along-

side the 

Cerne for the 

past 15 years. 

In that time, he says, much of the 

gravel riverbed has been buried under 

a layer of silt and there are now far 

fewer plants that are the basis of the 

food chain growing in the water. 

Keith blames changes in land use 

higher up the valley as well as sewage 

pollution.  It’s known that raised lev-

els of nitrogen and phosphorus flow-

ing from the Sydling, Cerne, Piddle 

Help needed for precious river 

River Cerne 
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and  Frome, as well as from urban 

areas, have resulted in the excessive 

growth of weed and algae in Poole 

Harbour, restricting the food available 

for wading birds. 

 But he fears that concentrating on 

steps to tackle the problem lower 

down the river system have meant 

that virtually no work has been done 

on the Cerne. Now he wants Wes-

sex  Water and the Environment 

Agency to take a long hard look at our 

river  and draw up fresh plans.  

Wild life corridor 

 “We all know about the problems of 

water contamination by sewage and 

treatment works, and from farms, but 

anyone looking at the river today will 

see that it is dark brown and not crys-

tal clear. It is the silt being washed 

into the river from fields which were 

once mostly grass, but are now ara-

ble, “ said Keith. 

And in an ideal world, Keith suggests 

a wildlife corridor – a continuous strip 

of land on one or  both sides of the 

river - stretching from Cerne Ab-

bas  through Charminster to the 

Frome. It would, he says, be a home 

for a huge variety of plants and ani-

mals, drawing life and sustenance 

from its babbling waters. 

Amanda Broom, who is the catch-

ment manager for the Dorset Wildlife 

Trust agrees with Keith’s assessment 

that the quality of the Cerne needs 

improving. His thoughts about a wild-

life corridor are, she says, “a brilliant 

idea.” 

The Wildlife Trust has begun working 

with farmers and landowners along 

the valley to reduce pollution by ferti-

lisers and limit the soil erosion that 

forms the silt on the riverbed.  

Next month, in part two of this series, 

we hear from Wessex Water about 

steps being taken to improve water 

quality in the River Cerne, and see 

what we can all do to protect one of 

the river’s rarest species, now threat-

ened with extinction. 

Keith checking  the state of the 

river 
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A brown Long-Eared bat roosting in 

the barn at Kingcombe 
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Get Jubilee 

planning … 

now! 
Next year marks Her Majesty The 

Queen’s platinum jubilee, cele-

brating 70 years on the throne, and 

there’s going to be 12 months of 

events throughout the country. 

But if we want some local celebra-

tions, it seems we need to get our 

collective skates on. 

Big Lunch 

It has already been decided there will 

be an extended Bank Holiday from 

Thursday June 2 to Sunday June 5, the 

day when everyone is encouraged to 

join in with The Big Jubilee Lunch in 

order to “share friendship, food and 

fun with neighbours” by holding 

street parties, barbecues or simply 

lunch with them-next-door. 

The Eden Project Communities has an 

information pack including invita-

tions, how to make bunting, posters 

and lunch planners.  But there are no 

more hard copy packs left, so you can  

download the information on line.  

It’s not difficult, but indicates the lev-

el of interest that’s already been 

shown.  

And if you want a street party, then 

you need to contact Dorset Council 

who will consider applications for 

temporary road closures.  You need 

to apply at least six weeks before the 

event and are encouraged to contact 

Dorset Highways much earlier before 

submitting an application – they could 

be inundated closer to June.  Have a 

look at dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/w/street

-party-on-the-highway for all infor-

mation. 

So if you have some ideas for cheer-

ing on the Queen, get planning! 
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Guides and 

Brownies top 

up their stocks 
Charminster Brownies  had a lovely 

creative time this month when the 

girls chose to make edible slime! 

We melted marshmallows then added 

oil to help make it stretchy and less 

sticky. Bowls were on the table with 

cornflour and icing sugar and the girls 

could add what they wanted to get 

the texture they were looking for!  

Then we added cocoa powder to 

make our slime chocolatey. It was 

great fun, a bit sticky and very tasty.  

The girls all helped to clean up and 

sanitise, followed by a quick game, 

and finished off with a little relaxa-

tion. We lay on the floor and thought 

about all parts of our bodies, working 

from the top all the way down, and 

vice versa. This was a great calming 

exercise after our sugar rush and 

clean down session. 

 

 

 

We have already completed our 

mindfulness Interest badge and are 

loving our unit meeting activities. 

Can’t wait to do our sock puppets 

next week and show you our results 

in next month’s Pilot . 

New equipment 

We have spent a bit of money this 

term buying books, bags and uniform 

bits and new badges, and replaced 

our old dried-up stocks.  We still plan 

to buy more paper/card and ink for all 

our crafts and printing.  

We are truly grateful to Charminster 

Village Hall committee members for 

their support and really appreciate 

any donations that help us buy the 

things we need for our unit meetings,  

Brown Owl (Alli) Snowy Owl (Sue) 

Barn Owl (Simone) and our YL’s Little 

Owl and Chestnut Owl  

The Guides have been talking about 

feelings this term - feeling left out 

and how to join in. We have com-

pleted our Meditation badge and are 

well on the way to completing our 

Feel-good stage 4 Badge. 

We had a great evening doing little 

plays! Drama was a lot of fun and we 

think a show might be in order as we 

have many talented girls in our group!  
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Our theme this term has been about 

wellbeing. We also had a great even-

ing sewing little owls chatting and 

chilling. We practiced our Promise 

ready for our Promise evening, 

planned a chip shop survey and hope 

to make our Promise out there in the 

dark.  

So far, this term has gone well. We 

also have topped up our stocks and 

replaced old items and  bought new 

badges, books and many other items 

needed for our patrols.  

Alli, Ann, Christine, Rachel, Lauren 

and Lulu 

 

 

 

We do still have spaces  in both 

Brownies and Guides but are filling 

fast! If anyone would like to get in-

volved in Guiding or enrol their child, 

please go through our Girlguiding 

website www.girlguiding.org.uk   

Trefoil at 60 
Dorchester’s Mayor and Mayoress, 

Gareth and Anne Jones, along with 

senior Guiding and Scouting officers, 

attended Dorchester Trefoil’s Dia-

mond Anniversary tea party in 

Stratton Village Hall. 

Judy Thompson, welcomed everyone 

and said ‘Over the years, we have 

supported as many Division and 

County events as possible and, helped 

Guide and Brownie units where we 

can. Before and during the pandemic 

we made blankets, twiddlemuffs, and 

now shawls, for patients in wards at 

Dorset County Hospital. This project 

will continue as long as it is needed.’  

 

Lisa Upward cut our lovely birthday 

cake, donated by Alli Barlow, 

Charminster Guide leader, who makes 

cakes professionally. BBC Radio Lin-

colnshire presenter, journalist and 

poet, Judy Theobald entertained us 

with a hilarious talk about  her career 

and some of her very funny poems. 

The celebrations ended with the sing-

ing of Taps – the traditional Guide 

closing song. 

Judy Thompson, Chairperson. 01305 

263783. E-mail:jct231@outlook.com 
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Meadows 
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Eyes Down! Here’s our much-enjoyed monthly quiz.  Once again we’ve tried 

to ensure the questions are linked to the locality or the month.  

1.            Who was Robert Catesby? 

2.            Name the Dorset prep school where James Bond author Ian Fleming 

was educated. 

3.            What is the name of the feast day celebrated on 1st November by 

Anglicans and Roman Catholics?  

4.            Stir Up Sunday (November 21st in 2021) always falls on the last Sun-

day before advent. Its name comes from The Bible.  What custom is linked to 

this day? 

5.            The River Frome is 30 miles long and flows into Poole Harbour. 

Where does it rise? 

6.            Two bridges span the entrance to Holes Bay in Poole Harbour. One is 

Poole Bridge. What is the name of the other? 

7.            The renowned 19th century surgeon Sir Frederick Treves was born in 

Dorchester. His friendship  and care of Joseph Merrick has featured in a 

Broadway play and an award-winning film. How was Merrick better known? 

8.            What is “Movember”? 

9.            How is Nasturtium officinale better known? 

10.         Remembrance Sunday falls on November 14th this year. The event is 

organised by the Royal British Legion. When was the Legion founded? 

 

It’s the November Quiz! 

 
 

Answers on page 43 
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 The Upvc Repair Company 

Broken or misted sealed units replaced into Upvc 

Upvc door and window repairs 

Hinges, handles, locks, barrels and rubber gasket 

replaced 

Upvc windows and doors refurbished 

Mobile: 07415 579988 Tel: 01935 83430 or 01305 559975 

Email: info@theupvcrepaircompany.co.uk 

www.theupvcrepaircompany.co.uk 

No call out charge 

mailto:info@theupvcrepaircompany.co.uk
http://www.theupvcrepaircompany.co.uk
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News in brief...  
...from last month’s meeting of Charminster Parish Council 

 

Councillors heard concerns about  drainage and road safety when they con-

sidered  an outline planning application for a new house on the western 

side of North Street.  Residents who attended the meeting said water running 

off the site would add to the risk of flash flooding and expressed fears about 

road safety at the junction of the property’s drive and North Street. 

The application is for a single house on raised ground behind  the row of 

cottages at 24 North Street. Councillors agreed to oppose the application  

because the proposed building was outside the village’s development bound-

ary  and was “inconsistent with the conservation area.” They said there was 

also a significant worry  that the run-ff from the site would be detrimental to 

existing properties. 

The application will be considered by Dorset Council later in the year. 

********** 

Road safety on North Street also figured in a discussion  about road signs in 

the village.  Traffic using the road was getting faster and heavier said Council-

lor Keith Beeson. The council agreed that new 30 mph signs would be painted 

on the road at the northern end of the village.  

********** 

The council gave the thumbs up to a plan to hold weekly coffee mornings in 

the Community Hall. Organisers hope the event will appeal to parents after 

they have dropped off their children at school. Councillors said it was a great 

initiative that deserved to be encouraged. They agreed to waive hire charges 

until January. Coffee will be served from 8.45 to 9.45 on Thursdays after half 

term. 
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Alterations and repairs to ladies’ and gents’ clothing and 

furnishings plus basic curtain-making.  All sewing professionally 

done at  very reasonable cost. Will collect and deliver if required. No 

task too small. Hilary Charlesworth (Minterne Magna) 01300 341845 

                Locksmith 
Paul Parrott—local independent professional 

UPVC & wooden door/window specialist 

24/7 Emergency call-out 

Police recommended insurance approved locks supplied and fitted 

Additional security for  garages, gates, patios, doors and windows 

No hidden charges—DBS/CRB cleared—Fully insured 

Safe entry. Safes supplied. Key safes and Codelocks fitted 

Catching doors, problem locking? Call a locksmith 

07709 545701 
www.parrottlocks.co.uk 
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Chef Karen 

A sign of Spring 

Tales of formal 

gardens open 

WI eyes 

Abbotsbury Gardens: Past, Present 

and Future were the fascinating sub-

ject of our October meeting, writes 

Juliet Austin.  Curator and head gar-

dener Steve Griffith took us on a ver-

bal and visual tour which journeyed 

from the establishment in 1785 of a 

kitchen garden for the now vanished 

Abbotsbury Castle, through the plant 

hunting ventures of the Victorians to 

today’s gardens and visitor centre.  

Micro-climate  

A passionate and expert plantsman, 

Steve gave us plenty of horticultural 

information to get our teeth into, and 

we loved his tales of devastating 

gales, charabancs from Weymouth 

and exotic calling birds. Above all he 

communicated the amazing care and 

skill with which recent plantings have 

sheltered the tropical micro-climate 

and created new vistas and focal 

points. I suspect a great many of us 

will soon visit there again with newly 

opened eyes.  

 

 

 

We voted to continue meeting mainly 

in the Village Hall, though we shall 

occasionally use the new Community 

Hall for events such as our Christmas 

dinner, which needs the bigger kitch-

en, or others needing outdoor space.  

Join us 

We’re also delighted to be back in 

action with a Make & Take coffee 

morning on Saturday 6th November 

from 10am-12am in the new Commu-

nity Hall , when we’ll be making rein-

deer, angels and Christmas trees, and 

you can enjoy the WI’s delicious 

cakes and coffee! 

Charminster WI meets in the Village 

Hall at 8.30 on the second Tuesday of 

each month. Do come along and try 

out a few meetings to decide if you 

would like to join. As well as being a 

great place to make friends, we have 

outings and groups which meet for 

different activities (including pub 

lunches!)  Phone Judy on 263783 or 

Doreen on 267498 for more info – or 

just turn up on November 12th when 

we’ll be discovering the history of 

baking.   
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Mandy, the latest addition to Steve’s 

flock Riverside path, Stinsford 

Stinsford News… 

...from Michael Clarke 

Good weather meant apples in abun-

dance.  So how many of you made 

The Pilot recipe for Apple Cake? I can 

tell you it is a real winner, absolutely 

delicious by all who tasted it.  

The Dorset Historic Churches Trust 

Ride and Stride saw two members of 

our parish plus a friend taking part by 

cycling to ten churches and raising 

£190, 50% of which will come to St 

Michael’s with the rest going to the 

Trust to help parishes with their re-

pair bills.  

Fayre success 

There was a last-minute decision to 

go ahead with our annual Michaelmas 

Fayre, so we were surprised by the 

number of visitors. The village support 

was impressive, and thanks go to Jul-

ian and Sophie Bailey for use of the 

Old Rectory courtyard, Kingston 

Maurward College Horticultural De-

partment, the Watercress Company 

and to several parishioners who 

showed their very special vintage and 

classic cars. There were burgers and 

sausages from the Brace of Butchers, 

cakes and cream teas, books and bric-

a-brac, light music by our organist, 

and our fun dog show. We raised just 

short of £1,000. The Fayre Committee 

thank all those who contributed to 

such a remarkable day. 

And on Michaelmas Day we celebrat-

ed Mr Brian Warren- Peachey’s 101st 

Birthday! Many Happy Returns Brian.  

Holly wreath 

Our patronal service and our Harvest 

Festival saw the church wonderfully 

decorated with incredible floral ar-

rangements and produce. Thanks go 

to the students of the Floristry De-

partment of KMC and our superb 

group of volunteers. 

Plans are in place for our Christmas 

Fayre to be held on Saturday 27th 

November from 11.00 a.m. in church. 

There’ll be Christmas gifts, stocking 

fillers and how to make your own 

front door wreath with holly from the 

Thorncombe Woods rangers.  

This is followed on Sunday 28th, the 

first day of Advent, by a wedding at 

2.00 p.m. so no change to Sunday 

evening service time.  
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St Mary’s, Charminster 
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From the Clergy… 

...with Hugh Willis 

Following the withdrawal of mem-

bers of our Armed Forces from Af-

ghanistan, many will question why 

they were there in the first place. 

Among the questions being asked we 

hear “was anything positive 

achieved?”, “was it worth the loss of 

so many lives?”, and “did it benefit 

the Afghan peoples?”  It is worth re-

membering that the servicemen and 

servicewomen who went there did so 

at the directions of the governments 

that we, as citizens, voted into parlia-

ment. Do we share in the responsibili-

ties? 

Young lives 

Over the years since the end of World 

War II, our service people have been 

involved in other actions. Many young 

lives were lost in those conflicts. Their 

names have not been recorded on the 

various memorials in Charminster, 

Stinsford, or Charlton Down, nor do 

we have any information on whether 

any of the service-people who lost 

their lives actually came from these 

villages.  

 

Following our usual morning service 

on 14th November at Charminster, 

there will be an Act of Remembrance 

at 10.45am. at the village war memo-

rial which is in the churchyard. As well 

as humbly remembering those who 

died in two World Wars, we will also 

recall the other conflicts in which our 

armed forces were involved.  There 

will also be a Remembrance Sunday 

Service at Stinsford; please see the list 

of church services for timings of that. 

We know that the God who gave his 

Son to bring us reconciliation hears 

our prayers. This Act of Remem-

brance is an opportunity to remem-

ber with gratitude and sorrow those 

whose lives were lost that we might 

live.  
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Part of the planned building land 

Gone but not 

forgotten 
Armistice Day on November 11, and 

Remembrance Sunday on November 

14, will see people gathered at war 

memorials in towns and villages 

around the country. 

Nearly all those memorials bear the 

names of local soldiers, sailors and 

airmen who lost their lives in the first 

and second world wars. 

But what about those service men 

and women who have died in con-

flicts since 1945 – a total of 7187 

deaths throughout the UK. 

Names lost 

Retired dentist Dr Hugh Willis, who is 

an associate minister at St Mary’s 

Church, Charminster, is concerned 

that there may be local families who 

lost a father, son, or brother in one of 

the many conflicts of the last 74 

years, but whose names have been 

lost. 

Hugh, who served with the Royal Ar-

my Dental Corps for many years and 

occasionally had to help identify the 

remains of dead soldiers by their den-

tal records, is sure some names have 

slipped through the records net. 

“There have been a lot of conflicts 

since the end of World War two, and 

it may be that some men and women 

from these villages lost their lives.  If 

so, perhaps we should find some way 

of honouring them.” he said. 

If you know of a local man or woman 

who died during a conflict, please let 

us know. 

* The worst year since 1945 was 1951 

when there were 851 operational 

deaths in three conflicts – the Ma-

layan, the Anglo-Egypt and the Kore-

an wars.  There were spikes of more 

than 100 deaths a year in the early 

1970s in Northern Ireland and in 1982 

in the Falklands.  These figures apply 

to the entire British armed forces. 

Hugh at the Charminster War 

Memorial 
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Rev’d Leila 

HOME CARE SERVICES 

 Personal Care and Support 

 Shopping, Chaperone, Appointments 

 Domestic Duties and more 

 Fully insured, with DBS 

 Competitive Rates 

 

Contact Lynne 

Whitelynne332@gmail.com   01305 257580 / 07907 907907         

Ed takes the Gold! 

Ed Bird, the Charminster 16 year-old who featured on the cover of the Sep-

tember Pilot as he became the 3000 metres English Schools champion, has 

now taken the gold medal against boys from the home nations. 

Ed, who travelled to Derby to run for England against the Scots, Welsh and 

Irish, took the top place on the podium after beating his nearest rival by an 

impressive four seconds. 

Now he’s hoping to be 

part of the internation-

al squad of runners 

when the next season 

begins. 

 

Pictured right, Ed on 

the gold medallist’s 

podium 
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A male Kestrel taking a break in the sun 

NOVEMBER 2021 AT ST MARY’S, CHARMINSTER 
 

  
Sunday 7th November  -  3rd Sunday before Advent 
    8.00 am  Holy Communion (BCP) 
    9.30 am Holy Communion (CW) 
    
Tuesday 9th November    9.00 am - 12 noon  -  T@SM      
 
Wednesday 10th November 11.30 am -  Midweek Communion  
 
  
Sunday 14th November  -  Remembrance Sunday 
  8.00 am Holy Communion (BCP)  
  9.30 am Holy Communion for Remembrance 
 
10.45 am Act of Remembrance,  war memorial in the Churchyard 

  
Tuesday 16th November 9.00 am - 12 noon  -  T@SM 
  
Sunday 21st November  -  Sunday next before Advent  -              

         Christ the King 
  8.00 am Holy Communion (BCP) 
  9.30 am Holy Communion (CW) 
    6.00 pm Evensong 
Tuesday 23th November  9.00 am -12 noon  -  T@SM 
Wednesday 24th November 11.30 am - Communion Service  
 
Sunday 28th November  -  First Sunday of Advent 
8.00 am Holy Communion (BCP)  
9.30 am Holy Communion (CW)  
4.00 pm MESSY CHURCH - ADVENT  
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NOVEMBER 2021 AT ST MICHAEL’S, STINSFORD 

      

           Sunday 7th November  -  3rd Sunday before Advent 

   10.00 am  Holy Communion (CW) 

 

          Sunday 14th November  -  Remembrance Sunday 

    10.45 am Remembrance Sunday Service  

 

           Sunday 21st November 

   10.00 am Holy Communion (CW) 

 

 Sunday 28th November 

 4.00 pm Evensong 
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WENDY SOUTHAM  
LWCMD, ALWCMD  

Singing, Flute and Piano  teacher  
20+ years experience  

Help with aural and theory also available  

 

11 Cedar Road 07811 417820 

Charlton Down  01305 266283 wendysoutham@btinternet.com 

 

 

 With Karen Wyatt-Bain            dorchpaws@icloud.com 

From £11 per dog per hour 
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A creative Christmas is coming to St 

Mary’s Church, Charminster—and 

you’re all welcome to join in. 

Curate Leila Mather is organising a 

Creative Advent Course every 

Wednesday evening during Decem-

ber where you can learn to make  

Advent calendars, mini Christmas 

villages, garlands, cards and loads 

more, all while enjoying a glass of 

mulled wine and a mince pie. 

Grown-up crafts 

The idea is to make some grown-up 

Christmas crafts and at the same 

time, says Leila, “Take time out to 

relax and connect with the meaning 

of advent in a creative way through 

crafts and a short reflection on the 

themes of hope, peace, joy and love.” 

There are four sessions starting on 

December 1 at 7pm.  It’s free to 

attend but you are asked to book 

your place by  calling Rev’d Leila on 

01303 263761, or visit www.stmarys-

charminster.org.uk/advent 

As well as all the crafts and design, 

(pictured are some Christmassy ideas) 

there will be  recipes to tempt the 

palate, and of course the chance to 

chat to old and new friends.  

 

Christmas Fayre 

And before then, don’t forget the 

Christmas Fayre at St Mary’s Church 

on Saturday November 20 from 11—

4.  There are cakes, preserves, gifts, 

cards, toys, bric a brac, a kids’ corner 

and lots more. 

Getting creative at St Mary’s 
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Bockhampton Bridge 
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Scottish    

dancers get 

reeling 

The Scottish Country Dancing  group 

are back in action at Charminster 

village hall—but at a new time of 

day. 

Instead of evening meetings, the 

dancers are now twirling and reeling  

on Tuesday afternoons between 2pm 

and 4 pm. 

Val Scriven, who runs the group, said 

they have been in existence for more 

than 40 years, starting as an off-shoot 

of the WI.  And it seems to be coming 

increasingly popular. 

 

“We have about 40 members who 

come from all over the area, but no 

Scots!  Everyone is simply interested 

in the dancing.  We are a social group 

in Charminster, but there is a teaching 

group  run by Judy Seymour in Wey-

mouth if anyone is interested,” said 

Val. 

 

The Charminster dancers pay just £2 a 

session.  Anyone wanting to learn in 

Weymouth can obtain details from 

Val whose contact information is  in 

the villages’ directory  at the back of 

The Pilot. 

A warming-up promenade before 

the reeling begins. 
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Trainer Karen Brown and Eddie 

the labradoodle. 

Samuel Diaz, aged eight, with his 

“best friend” Frankie the frug. 

Wanted … a 

hedgehog high-

way 
We might not see 

them very often but we all seem to 

regard them with fondness – hedge-

hogs, those prickly little nocturnal 

creatures who potter around our 

gardens and lanes almost in secret. 

Now hedgehog fan Nicky, who has 

created hedgehog feeding stations, a 

hedgehog house and hedgehog ramps 

up the steps in her North Street, 

Charminster garden, is hoping others 

in the village will join in looking after 

her favourite animal. 

“I’d love to see a hedgehog highway 

through the village.  If people could 

cut a little hole in the bottom of their 

fences, and make a simple feeding 

station, it would be wonderful for 

hogs.    

“Hedgehogs can travel up to a mile a 

night looking for food.  If they have a 

surfeit of slugs and snails – their natu-

ral food – they can become very ill 

and full of parasites.  If we put out 

some wet dog food for them, they 

stay healthier because they still eat 

slugs (good for gardeners) but fewer 

of them.” 

Many people, including shy Nicky who 

likes to be fairly anonymous, might be 

concerned that putting food out for 

hogs will attract rats. 

“Rats won’t eat tinned dog or meaty 

cat food.  They will go for the dried 

stuff.  We have a camera in our feed-

ing station and we have never seen a 

rat in there.” 

Hedgehogs also face other threats, 

particularly at this time of the year.  

Bonfires can attract them so it’s wise 

to check yours before lighting it, leaf 

clearing can harm them and strim-

mers have caused horrific injuries. 

And of course, traffic can be a major 

hog killer. 

So let’s all Think Hedgehog and pre-

serve our prickly friends. 

Nicky’s hedgehog house 
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Andrew Darby 

Building Services Ltd 

All types of building work undertaken: 

Extensions, structural alterations, kitchen, bathrooms 

01305 757162         07974 260938 

Email:  adbsltd@gmail.com 

 

BURTON LANDSCAPES LTD 

An established professional team of landscapers undertaking all aspects of 
landscaping and maintenance including fencing, pergolas, artificial and wood-
en decking, artificial grass, turfing, walling, paving, steps, groundworks, drain-

age and site clearance. 

Contact  Mike on 07717 685951 / 01305 854603 

burtonlandscape@hotmail.com www.burtonlandscapes.co.uk 
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Dom’s newly built press 

Final stage for neighbourhood 

plan 

Stinsford’s draft neighbourhood plan has now completed all its consultation 

stages which lie in the hands of the parish council.  

The council has updated and hopefully improved the plan in response to 

comments made by members of the public and interested organisations.  

Although some sections have been re-drafted, the vision of the plan is still 

centred on safeguarding the parish’s rural peace and quiet, its attractive 

landscape, and its cultural and natural heritage, while allowing limited and 

appropriate development to support people continuing to live, work and visit 

here. 

 

The next step in progressing the plan is in the hands of Dorset Council. They 

have confirmed that the plan meets the basic legal requirements. They are 

now providing a further opportunity for people to comment, in the form of 

the ‘Regulation 16’ consultation period. This is likely to last until about the 

end of November – details will be posted on the Dorset Council website and 

on www.stinsfordnplan.org.uk.    

 

After this stage, the neighbourhood plan will be go to an independent exam-

iner, who can suggest further changes if they think some are needed. Finally 

– hopefully in 2022 – the plan can be put to a referendum of voters in Stins-

ford parish, and, if passed by a majority, it will become a key influence on 

future development in the parish. 

 

Sally Cooke 

Stinsford Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group member 
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Selling a car, but can’t face the … 

 … hassle? 

Halcyon Motors Ltd is a friendly, family-run business 
based in Milborne St Andrew. 

If you  have a car, motorbike, van or camper to sell, we will happily come to you and 
pay cash.  Or, if you are trading in elsewhere, phone us first—we can usually offer 
more. 

Buying?  Visit www.halcyonmotors.co.uk to see ‘warts and all’ descriptions and pho-
tos of our current stock.  All vehicles are warranted and part exchanges welcome. 

Don MacLeod 01258 839209 or 07782 189555 (Mon to Sun 8am-8pm) 

 

 

KEVIN’S GARDEN LABOUR SERVICES 
FOR ALL YOUR GARDENING NEEDS 

 
Grass cutting 
(Ride on mower available) 

Hedge Trimming 
Tree Lopping 

And many extras—just ask 
GARDEN CLEARANCE 

Also mini-digger and operator 
available at affordable rates 

Call KEVIN on 01305 261916 or 07854 090861 
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Church Contacts 

THE PARISHES OF CHARMINSTER AND STINSFORD 

Part of the Benefice of Charminster, Stinsford and the Chalk Stream Villages 

 

Rector    The Reverend Mark Phillips  262477 

House for Duty Priest The Reverend Pene Kennedy 251422 

(The Chalk Stream) 

Curate, Charminster,            The Reverend Leila Mather  263761 

Stinsford & Chalk Stream Villages 

Hon. Associate Minister The Reverend Dr Hugh Willis  262940 

Associate Minister  The Reverend Dr Rob Van der Hart  852130 

ST MARY THE VIRGIN, CHARMINSTER 

Churchwarden  Andrew Morgan   259664 

PCC Secretary  Jean Garrard    259083 

PCC Treasurer  Andrew Jones   264316 

ST MICHAEL’S, STINSFORD 

Churchwardens  Shirley Churchill   260159 

    Sally Warburton   07587177735 

PCC Treasurer  Michael A Clarke   267611 

FOR BAPTISMS AND MARRIAGES 

Contact the Administrator for the Parish of St Mary’s Charminster and St 
Michael’s Stinsford,  Jean Garrard stmaryschurchcharminster@outlook.com 
 

mailto:stmaryschurchcharminster@outlook.com
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 01305 880157 
or mobile 07974 812472 

• Extensions, conversions, rewiring & installations 

• Inspections & testing, minor works 

• All work carried out by qualified electricians 

DB CARPENTRY 

Contact Dane on 07734 437037 

DB Carpentry to meet all your carpentry needs 

Doors, frames, locks fitted, wardrobes, flooring, fencing 

With over 20 years experience , qualifications & insurances 

 

Free 

 Quotations 

G.J.S. PLUMBING & HEATING LTD 
Gas Safe Registered for Professional reliable Service 

Call 01305 267765 

Or (Between 10am & 4pm) Mobile: 07951 880654 
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Fun in the floods for some! 

 

High levels but a free 

flowing River Cerne 

  

 

 

THOMAS FURNITURE RESTORATION  Est 1995 

ALL TYPES OF RESTORATION, including veneer and joint repair. 

UPHOLSTERY, TABLE TOP RE-FINISHING, FRENCH POLISHING 

Major flood and fire damage repair  Free estimates 

Please see website for further information 

www.thomasfurniturerestoration.co.uk 

Piddlehinton  01305 849406/07989 935080 

 

 

 David Whalley 

 DWROOFING Ltd 
A family business with over 40 years experience in all types of roofing.  
Roofing specialists for Dorchester, Weymouth and surrounding areas. 

 We specialise in: 

 Traditional Roofing  Lead work 

 Flat roof systems  All roofing repairs 

01305 570427 or 07799 640989                    
Email: dwroofingltd@gmail.com 

FREE, no obligation, estimates 

 CALL US 

TODAY 
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SOUTH COAST P&H SERVICES LTD 

• Bathroom installations 

• Central heating systems and power flushing 

• All plumbing work large or small 

Call John on 07964 171589 
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Stitchinghouse Design 

        Beautiful Curtains & Gorgeous Fabrics          Blinds and Cushions  

Huge collection of poles, tracks & systems 

Friendly professional quality service           Help with colour, ideas and design 

Monday  to Friday 9-4   Saturday  9-12    or by appointment 

3 Pummery Square, Poundbury    01305 250782   www.stitchinghouse.co.uk 

River Cerne, Charminster 

The November Quiz … the answers 

1.            Leader of the Gunpowder Plot to blow up Parliament on November 

5th , 1605 

2.            Durnford School in Langton Matravers on the Isle of Purbeck. Neigh-

bours were the Bond family whose motto is 'Non sufficit orbis'  which trans-

lates as The World Is Not Enough -  the title of the 19th Bond movie. 

3.            All Saints Day 

4.            Stirring the Christmas Pudding 

5.            In the village of Evershot 

6.            Twin Sails Bridge 

7.            Merrick was severely deformed and be-

came known as The Elephant Man.  

8.            An annual event in which men grow moustaches during November 

to raise awareness of men’s health issues. 

9.            Watercress. The Dorchester-based Watercress Company is the UK’s 

leading producer. 

10.         1921. The Royal British Legion is celebrating its centenary this year. 
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ADVERTISING IN THE PILOT 

Our loyal advertisers provide the largest portion of our income, without 

which we would not be able to distribute The Pilot to 1650 households in 

Charminster, Charlton Down and Stinsford free of charge each month. 

Most adverts are placed for a year, running from the January edition, there-

fore we sell most of our advertising space in the second half of November so 

they are in place for the New Year. 

For 2022 we have decided to simplify our charges. The price will be the same 

for both black and white, 

or colour copy, and 

these will be as follows 

for 12 insertions:  

To advertise in 2022 

please email advertis-

ing@charpilot.com” 

Whole page £500 

Three-quarter page £375 

Two-thirds page £334 

Half page £250 

One-third page £167 

Quarter page £125 
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Little Helpers Dorchester 

Many Hands Make Light Work 

We are a local Company solely working to offer support for your practical and emo-

tional needs.  Providing help for older or disabled people living alone or couples and 

find every day chores difficult to cope with.  We can assist you in maintaining an inde-

pendent life in your own home.  We offer a range of services from: Light Cleaning, 

Laundry, Gardening, Shopping, Cooking, Trips out and about and lots more.    We are 

DBS (Police Checked) & Fully Insured.  

 For more information please contact - Pauline Waterman ) 07720 196 082  or  

 Antonia Minterne ) 07925 988 592    * littlehelpersdorchester@gmail.com 
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Minterne Gardens 

Minterne Gardens open daily from 10am to 6pm. 

Minterne Magna, Dorset DT2 7AU 

enquiries@minterne.co.uk 

Adults £6  Season Tickets available: Family £30 Single £20 
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Dorchester Framing 
Picture Framing Service.  

Excellent advice and a wide selection of frames and mounts.  Open 

most days but best to call or email first before making a special trip. 

 

The Old School House  Tincleton DT2 8QR 

01305 848909                                               joan@dorchesterframing.com 

 WOODS FUNERAL SERVICES 
Providing a caring service since 1878 

Pauline Guy  Dip FD MBIFD 

Funeral Director, Dorchester 

Allan Quartermaine  Dip FD LMBIFD 

Funeral Director, Weymouth 

11a Icen Way, Dorchester  DT1 1EW                          01305 250425 

enquiries@woodsfuneralservices.co.uk 

www.woodsfuneralservices.co.uk 
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Villages’ Directory 
DORSET COUNCILLOR 

Cllr David Taylor  07905 352710 cllrdavid.taylor@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk 

LOCAL NEIGHBOURHOOD POLICE TEAM 

 

CHARMINSTER CONTACTS 

Parish Council 

 

 

Flood Wardens 

 

 

 

St Mary’s First 

School 

Pre-School 

Village Hall 

Women’s Institute 

Bell ringers 

Chairman: Mark Simons   260055 

Vice chair: Carol Matthews   751535 

Parish Clerk: Sarah Davies   07947 622326  

 

Keith Beeson     264032 

Bob Brinton     260511 

Tim Yarker     265942 

 

Headteacher: Suzanne Garner  263880 

Caretaker: Belinda Bessant   266598 

Vanessa Thomas    251512  

Bookings:  Sarah Bird   266478 

Judy Thompson    263783 

Captain: Chris White    07783555199 
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CHARLTON DOWN CONTACTS 

Village Hall 

 

CD Women’s Institute 

Jellytots 

Flood Warden 

 

Sarah Davies    

enquiries@charltondownvillagehall.info 

Brenda Down     251499 

Emma     07791 204323 

Carol Matthews    751535 

 

Stinsford Parish 

Council 

Parish Clerk: Kirsty Rigler   268818 

stinsfordclerk@googlemail.com 

Alison Barlow     07918 745017 

Lisa Upwards     

 Charminsterbrownies@gmail.com 

 

Ruth Young     268208 

 

Val Scriven     265177 

Louise Christopher    264312 

 

Dudley Kemp     757151 

Girl Guides 

Brownies 

 

Scouts, Cubs, Bea-

vers 

Scottish Country 

Dancing 

Charminster Stores 

& Post Office  

Art Group 

STINSFORD CONTACTS 
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South Ward (Charminster village) 

Keith Beeson   264032 

Peter Dangerfield  260543 

Richard East   264724 

Alan Rolls   267863 

Mark Simons (Chairman)  260055 

Tim Yarker   265942 

Vacancy 

   


