
Charminster Parish Council meeting Tuesday 5th April 2022
at Charminster Community Hall at 7pm
Draft Minutes
Present: Mark Simons (MS) (Chair), Carol Matthews (CM) (Vice-Chair), Geri Brown (GB),   
Peter Dangerfield (PD), Richard East (RE), Susan Frazer (SF), Ollie Greenaway (OG), Julie Jackson (JJ), 
Alan Rolls (AR), Louisa Swabey-Payne (LP), Richard Wareham (RW) and Tim Yarker (TY)
Also in attendance: Sarah Davies (Clerk), PCSO Sarah Pilcher and 4 members of the public.
MS welcomed everyone to the meeting at 7pm
2022/136
Declarations of Interest 
2022/137
To consider grant of dispensations


 None received.
2022/138
To receive apologies for absence


There were apologies for absence from Keith Beeson.
2022/139
To approve the minutes of the meeting held on 1st March 2022.

CM proposed the minutes be approved. AR seconded. Majority in favour. MS signed and dated the minutes.
2022/140
Matters arising from the above minutes
None
2022/141
Public Discussion Period
MS suspended the formal part of the meeting at 7.05pm to take comments and questions from the public.

The owners of Ivy Cottage asked about progress with ideas for screening in BX play area.  MS and LP confirmed they had visited the site to look at options. Any planting will need to be done inside the fence with a second fence erected to protect what is planted.  MS and the Clerk will try to get quotes for proposals for the May meeting.
A resident asked about the location of the defibrillator in Charminster and whether its positioning outside the church was a suitable place as it is not very visible.  The Clerk will check with South West Ambulance Service if it is registered with them.
PSCO Sarah Pilcher mentioned there have been further thefts of catalytic converters (especially Hondas). 

MS introduced Caroline Elliman, the new assistant clerk.  Everyone welcomed her on board.

MS resumed the formal part of the meeting at 7.20pm

2022/142
Planning Matters


P/LBC/2022/00382 & P/HOU/20228/1369 – The Toll House, Charminster


Installation of a LPG central heating system and Installation of a gas heating system



TY proposed the Parish Council raises no objection.  RE seconded.  Majority in favour.



P/VOC/2022/01088 – Land adjacent to 26 East Hill, Charminster
Erection of Chalet bungalow (with variation of condition 1&8 of planning permission WD/D/19/000930 to amend approved plans and to remove requirement for roof windows to be obscure glazed)

RE proposed the Parish Council raises no objection.  PD seconded.  Majority in favour. 2 abstentions.
2022/143
Finance

a)
Financial Statement 


MS checked the bank statements against the financial statement.
b)
Payments to be agreed

CM proposed accepting the financial statement and payments to be made.  AR seconded. Majority in favour.




c)
Cemetery charges





Deferred to May meeting




d)
Consider outsourcing Payroll

CM proposed that payroll is outsourced (ideally to Dorset Council if they will carry out this role) or to an external provider at a cost of £35 per quarter. RW seconded.  All in favour.

2022/144
Queen’s Jubilee – proposals for improvements and commemorations in Charminster and Charlton Down.
There were lengthy discussions about both proposals and the comments received from the public and Charminster village hall. The cost of the proposals was discussed. 
CM proposed spending a maximum of £4,000 in each village and creating a poll that will go to all residents in the Parish (via the Pilot, Facebook and the website). Details of the proposals will be included in the Pilot if there is space but will be put on Facebook and the website as well. 

If the poll shows a majority are in favour of the proposals the PC will go ahead with the project before the next meeting to ensure the costs do not increase. RE seconded.  Majority in favour.  1 abstention.

Action: MS to create poll

CM & OG to create a page each describing their proposals
2022/145
Community Governance Review 
CM proposed accepting the proposed changes to the number of councillors in Charlton Down (from 6 to 5). TY seconded.  Majority in favour.

2022/146
Community Hall

a) Maintenance of flower beds in car park and at back of hall
RW proposed accepting the proposal that Graham Miller (a Charminster resident) maintain the flower beds at the community hall at a cost of £16 per hour for two hours a fortnight.  To begin with though this will be up to 4 hours a fortnight while he gets them to a satisfactory standard.  PD seconded.  Majority in favour.
2022/147
Charminster defibrillator



Clerk to bring more detail to May meeting
2022/148
North Dorchester Garden Community Delivery Group

TY provided members with a summary of the meeting he attended.

2022/149
Review of Policies
RE proposed accepting the revised policies with a few minor amendments that will be sent to the Clerk.  CM seconded.  Majority in favour.
2022/150
Vicarage Lane junction with C12 - trees

CM proposed spending up to £100 on up to 2 new trees for the piece of land at the end of Vicarage Lane at the junction with the C12 to replace one that has died and one that may not survive being pulled back into an upright position.  RW seconded.  Majority in favour.

2022/151
Replacement part for basket swing – MUGA field

CM proposed spending £1567 on the new cross bar and upright for the basket swing and viking swinger as finding cheaper alternatives has been unsuccessful.  AR seconded.  Majority in favour.
2022/152
Matters of information and interest and items for the next agenda

MS confirmed he has changed the latches on the gates on the Higher Charminster footway.  He has also sprayed around the new hedge plants.   

The Clerk will speak to Highways about the new path that runs down past the school field and the community hall as the surface is slippery and spilling out on to the pavement at the bottom.

Everyone agreed that a big thanks was needed to all those who helped at the litter pick in both villages.  MS reported that the turn out in Charminster was excellent and the teas and coffees in the community hall were very popular.  MS thanked LP and JJ and the other residents who helped serve refreshments.

2022/153
Date of the next meeting

The date of the next meeting is 3rd May at 7pm at Charminster Community Hall. There being no further business MS closed the meeting at 20.29pm
