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HERRISON HALL

CHARLTON DOWN VILLAGE HALL
CHARITY NO; 1079442
Your Community Centre for

Anniversaries, Celebrations, Classes, Club Meetings, Concerts, Conferences,
Dancing, Exercise, Parties, Receptions, Seminars, Tuition, Weddings, WI, etc

Email: bookings@charltondownvillagehall.info
www.charltondownvillagehall.info

Charminster

Village Hall

Now fully open once more.
For children’s parties and other private bookings
contact Sarah Bird on 01305 266478
Or sarah345bird@aol.com

Cover photo courtesy of Mark Simons
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Dear Community,

Wow! January was a wet month, so let’s
hope that February will be kinder to us all.

We are still looking for more distributors in
our team so please have a think if you can
spare some time to help us out. See what is
involved on page 42. Please contact Michael
Clarke clarl . \/.C

We are also looking for local businesses to
highlight in The Pilot so do get in touch if you
would like your business to be featured!

February has our favourite day init! Yes,
Shrove Tuesday or Pancake Day!! We love
pancakes and always try to eat loads.
Favourites include the classic lemon and
sugar and the delicious Nutella!! What’s your
favourite?

Mel and Claire

Deadline for submissions— 5th February.
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THREE
COMPASSES |/
Accommodati

tot

THE THREE COMPASSES

A friendly welcome at THE THREE COMPASSES
- A family owned and run FREEHOUSE

REAL PUB - LIVE MUSIC - PUB FOOD
SKITTLES - OPEN JAZZ CLUB
VINTAGE TEAROOM - B & B

www.thethreecompassescharminster.co.uk

SKITTLE ALLEY AND TEA ROOM
AVAILABLE FOR FUNCTIONS

ACCOMMODATION
CONTACT ROB & TINA DIXON
01305 - 263618

9 The Square, Charminster, Dorchester DT2 QT
thethreecompassescharminster@gmail.com




Stinsford News

So here we are into brand new year
2023 and it is a good time to look
back a little ...

All the Christmas events went very
well. The Carol Service, for all it was
not the best of weather, was well
supported. The readings together
with the carols followed by mulled
wine and mince pies and the Grand
Draw went down a storm with some
15 prizes and some very happy
winners. The Draw raised £536 with
the valuable support of the
Watercress Company, parishioners
and congregation, Jamie & Ariane
Jones of the Yalbury Cottage Hotel
together with the two major local
golf courses and other known local
attractions. The Christmas Eve Mass
at 8pm saw a fine congregation with
Bruce Dixon officiating, followed by
Christmas Day morning with again a
well full church and Rob van der Hart
leading the service. At both we do so
enjoy a good song and all were in
good voice with our organist
Malcolm’s excellent music.

In December the committee drawn
from all churches within the
Benefice was to consider the
applications for the role of a new
Rector and action the results in
January but there were none to date
so for the moment we continue
without and await some further
news from the Archdeacon. Our Leila
will continue with the support of Rob

van der Hart, Dick Luther, Bruce
Dixon and Hugh Willis.

As January 1* was a Sunday we
enjoyed a New Year Day Service and
a Communion to boot with both host
and wine if happy to share and the
opportunity to wish fellow members
of the congregation A Happy New
Year. A very good service and
sermon with Bruce Dixon officiating.

The following week brought the
approach of Epiphany and the arrival
of the Three Kings and the end of the
twelve days of Christmas. The
traditional removal of the
decorations took place whilst the
Nativity Scene remains.

On 14" January Westminster Abbey
will see the 95" Anniversary of
Thomas Hardy’s death and annual
memorial service in Poet’s Corner
and a wreath containing Stinsford
Yew laid supported by members
choice of poems and readings.

| do hope members of our Parish
will take a look at the new Kingston
Maurward University hub with their
invitation circulated via the January
Pilot for the 3™ February 2023 and
our debate over the question of
climate change.

Finally | was captivated by the
photograph on the front of the
January 2023 issue and to see the
view through St Michael’s lower
cemetery gate as you walk back up
Church Lane, | wonder how many
recognised it?




News from Stinsford Parish Council

It’s that time of year when people are keen to hide away in their homes
avoiding the cold dark days of winter and, from a parish council position,
when fewer planning permissions are submitted, fewer concerns raised
about the footpaths network etc. and we can turn our attention to other
things. One of the key issues we discussed at our last council meeting was
implementing the Stinsford Parish Council Communications Strategy and
how to raise issues that matter to you in order to develop solutions and
inform action.

The council developed a Communications Strategy last summer and adopted
it in the autumn with a view to improving communication channels with
residents and businesses in the parish. Effective communication is not just
about informing residents what we, as a council, are doing. We want to
generate interest and encourage active engagement and involvement with
the council. The Stinsford Parish Council Communications Strategy can be
found on the councils web-site (click on the Working Documents tab).

The proposed communication channels in the Strategy are aspirational and
subject to ongoing development. As you would expect the Strategy involves
keeping the councils web site up to date and we hope you are enjoying these
regular articles in the Pilot, but we also want to establish Facebook and
Twitter sites. Please look at the Strategy and if you can think of any other
approaches that may be helpful please let us know.

The council is nothing if not informed by residents of the issues that they
consider important in the parish. Sometimes these, such as problems with
the highway network, can become long drawn out concerns as we struggle
to establish necessary communications with external bodies but at least with
the help of residents we can better understand the issues. While residents
are encouraged to attend and bring issues to ‘public participation time’ at
every council meeting, we also appreciate that not everyone has the time to
attend meetings. We would like to draw attention to other work being taken
forward by the council such as tackling climate change, and discuss this with
residents.




We recognise that we need to use local media and particularly the Dorset
Echo more and continue utilising the Pilot. We have just launched
‘Stinsford Parish Council’ Facebook site. Please join. Hopefully this will be
followed soon by a Twitter account.

To get the conversation started and keep it going will require a lot of work
by the very small number of parish councillors above their other council
duties. As with most of the councils work we would be delighted with any
offers of assistance. Help would be especially welcome to assist with
Facebook and Twitter.

Sarah Pattison
Chair

Stinsford Parish Council




PUGSLEY REVILL

CHARTERED ACCOUNTARNTS

Please telephone Nick (all or Kevin Andrews
Home visits to suit.

» Accounts Preparation + Audit
+ Taxation advice * New business advice
+ VAT Returns * Bookkeeping & Payroll

» Sage & QuickBooks support & training
» Company formation & secretarial services

Email: admin(@pugsleyrevill.co.uk
Tel: 01305 267353
Address: 18 High West Street, Dorchester, Dorset, DT1 1UW

Locksmiths

Parrott Locks
UPVC & Wooden Door Specialist.

Your local Master Locksmith & Safe Engineer

Locks & Safes opened, Repaired, Serviced or
Replaced. Certified Safes also supplied & Fitted.

Additional locks for Garages, Gates, Windows,
Patio & French doors.

Code locks, Key Safes, Old furniture & Church locks,
opened, repaired, serviced, Restored.

Police recommended Insurance approved.
locks available.
Proud members of

Call Paul on hecekatrade.co

07709 545701 et

Put my number in your
contacts
07709 545701

www.parrottlocks.co.uk
paul@parrottliocks.co.uk
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February Quiz

The questions for this month’s quiz have been inspired by a
wonderful new book about West Dorset. Wild About Dorset by
travel writer and naturalist Brian Jackman is described as a nature
diary about a west country parish. It’s a great read and is published
by Bradt Guides — www.bradtguides.com (answers on page 39)

Name the Iron Age hill fort close to the village of Powerstock.
Where is the highest point in Dorset?

Why was the timber from the humble Alder tree, widely found
in Dorset, used in the construction of some of Venice’s most

famous buildings?

How do frogs manage to stay under water for up to seven hours
at a time?

Which is Britain’s biggest tidal lagoon?

What is a Noctule?

Swallows arrive in Dorset each April. Where have they come
from?

The Red Squirrel is an endangered species. But there’s one
surviving colony in Dorset. Where is It?

Where do Kingfishers lay their eggs?

Which is the highest point on the Channel coast?



&
CHARMINSTER \qmg?iztegaagssk
—_— GARAGE

THE FRIENDLY, PROFESSIONAL & RELIABLE SERVICE

“Ensuring customers have an honest appraisal in any situation with their best interests at heart"

« MOT Centre « Welding

« Servicing & Repairs « Air Conditioning
« Diagnostics * Wax

L IELCH * Clutches

» Tyres & Wheel Alignment  « Timing Belts

All Makes & Models, New & Old Cars, 4x4’s,
Classics, Motorhomes & Light commercial

MOT Online Booking System

@ www.charminstergarage.co.uk FREE Courtesy Cars &

Collection Services Available

Unit 1 Charminster Farm Ind. Est., Wanchard Lane, Charminster, Dorchester, Dorset DT2 9RP

The Upvc Repair Company

Broken or misted sealed units replaced into Upvc
Upvc door and window repairs
Hinges, handles, locks, barrels and rubber gasket
replaced
Upvc windows and doors refurbished

Mobile: 07415 579988 Tel: 01935 83430 or 01305 559975
Email: info@theupvcrepaircompany.co.uk
www.theupvcrepaircompany.co.uk
No call out charge
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Dorchester Trefoil

December has been a festive

@ cuone roraours | month for us with the ukulele

@d \ band leading us in carols and
—) other Christmas songs, as well as

a few well known ones from our
past. This was followed by mince pies made by member,
Pam Williamson. The afternoon was enjoyed by all. The
food for our Christmas lunch at the Hendover café was
excellent, good value, and again enjoyed by everyone
who attended.

Many thanks to Julia’s House who has again donated wool
for knitting for the elderly and stroke wards at the
Dorset County Hospital, and of course, to all our knitters,
many of whom are not Trefoil members. It’s become a
much wider project and in December we were able to
take 21 blankets, 19 shawls and 18 Twiddlemuffs to
Barnes Ward. The shawls and twiddlemuffs are being
used as Christmas presents for patients unlikely to
receive any.

If you would like more information about afternoon or
evening Trefoil, please contact me. Visitors are always
welcome. Afternoon Trefoil meets in St George’s Hall at
2.30pm on the first Wednesday afternoon of each month
and Evening Trefoil is the 2nd Wednesday evening,
meeting place depending on activity, so it’s best to

; check.
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citizens Y iif]
EGLY (-3 Dorset

January 2023

Update from Dorchester & Sherborne offices of Central Dorset
Citizens Advice

“With the colder weather, I’'ve noticed mould and damp in our flat. It’s

mainly in our bedroom, including some black mould on the carpet. I’'ve

been chasing our letting agency, who say they’ll speak to our landlord. I’'m

really worried about how this might affect our health. Our tenancy

agreement isn’t up for eight months, what can | do?”

To raise the issue with your letting agency is a good move.
Unfortunately, it isn’t always easy to work out the cause of mould or
damp and this can make it difficult to work out if your landlord is
responsible, unless there’s an obvious cause, like a leaking roof.

There are many causes of damp in properties with rising,
penetrating, construction and condensation damp as the most
common. On our website there is information that may help you
work out what type of damp you have, who is responsible and what
you can do.

A common cause of damp is condensation. To prevent this, it’s
important to keep homes well-heated and well-ventilated, but this
will be trickier to do given the colder weather and higher heating
costs. You may be eligible for help to insulate and heat your home
and should visit our website that has advice on such schemes, as well
as things that can make damp worse and may impact the landlord
taking responsibility for repairs, such as drying clothes on heaters or
blocking air vents.
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Check your tenancy agreement too for references to repairs and
damp. A landlord will have to act in relation to damp if it makes the
property unsafe for someone to live in such as if it is making the ten-
ant or a member of their family ill. The landlord will also be responsi-
ble if the damp is related to repairs they should have carried out, like
if heaters are broken. If the damp has damaged items that the land-
lord is responsible for, such as carpets and window frames, they’ll
likely have to pay the cost of repairs.

Steps you can take include reporting your landlord to the local au-
thority if he/she is responsible for the damp in your property but
doesn’t act,

Use the landlord’s formal complaints procedure If you’re in social
housing. There is more information about this on our website.

Contact your local Citizens Advice on anything you’re unsure about.

It is important to speak to an adviser first if it reaches the point
where you want to get out of a fixed term tenancy agreement early
as there might be better ways to approach the issue.

Call our Adviceline on 0800 144 8848 between 10am and 4pm Monday
to

Friday or check our local office opening times on :-

www.centraldorsetca.org.uk.

You may also find helpful info on: https://
www.citizensadvice.org.uk/housing/renting-privately/during-your-

tenancy/dealing-with-repairs/
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Susannah DuValle sAc DIP RFHP

elite: =-..

practitioner

Dorset

Do you suffer
discomfort from:

Nail Cutting

(including diabetic feet)
Corns

Callus

Athletes Foot
Ingrowing Toe Nails
Thickened Nails
Fungal Nails
Cracked Heels
Hard Skin Removal
Verruca

Book your home
appointment
TODAY!

07795 977648

susannah@elitefootcare.co.uk
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Blownies

Charminster Brownies and Guides would like to wish you all a
great beginning to 2023.

We had a wonderful end to 2022, finishing in December with
Christmas crafts and a morning at the movies, perfect way to
finish the year!

We started back on the 12"

hoping this term to fit in a sleepover!

January with planning and Games,

Still working to theme awards, we are hoping to squeeze in an
interest badge to help with this. Both Brownies and Guides are
hoping to complete their ‘BE WELL’ award and work on their
‘express myself’ theme!

Hold on to your bandages ha-ha as there may be a touch of first
aid soon!!

Stay well, Stay safe.
Charminster guiding

www.girlguiding.org.uk
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An End and A beginning

As a person new to living in the West of our lovely Dorset
County, | am seeing things with fresh eyes, everyday things
that long time residents and locals have grown accustomed to
and absorbed into their everyday lives. Christmas 2022 was no
exception.

My previous experience of heralding in the Christmas season
began with decorating the house — both inside and out. The
old house rooms were festooned with garlands covered in
Christmas baubles twinkling lights and school made decs, but it
was the outside that others saw- the cascade of icicle lights
dripping from the gutters, the window panes lit up in the
shape of reindeers and Father Christmas, the entrance alight
with wreaths and outdoor ornaments and the big tree flashing
away in-case anybody forgot what time of year it was.

Our house did not stand alone in its Christmas attire, but
nestled in amongst all the others in every road. Each year
more elaborate creations were added to include twinkling life
size reindeer, weeping light trees and blow-up Santas. No
home was left unlit. As a family’ we did a magical Christmas
Eve tour of the town - where one household even set up
charity bucket collections.

16



Our new home nestles under the beautiful dark-skies where
nature did the lighting up with a myriad of twinkling stars, the
streets were dark, with warm glows emitting from the cracks in
curtains and flooding warmly from Church windows. My home
was decorated with sprigs of fir and rosemary; the door wreath
made from garden fauna and two large baubles. In-side the
garlands were pared down to cover the fireplace where the fire
not only lit our room, but our hearts too. The Christmas tree
twinkled in front of the window in greeting to the stars above.

Our Christmas here was started by the huge all inclusive
Dorchester Cracker High Street event where, along with three
thousand people - mainly local to the town- we joined in stall
checking, as music filled our ears and our eyes drank in the
parades and smiles all around us. Magical events followed as |
joined in with St Mary’s Church outdoor twilight Carols and
lessons, with children singing and our phone lights beamed. A
glorious rain washed day ended with carol singing in the
Sherborne Abbey. The choir were amazing and the huge
Christmas tree added a glow of its own.

| did a village drive through after attending the candle-lit
midnight service in Charminster. It was dark and so quietly
peaceful. The only lights were my twin headlights and the
twinkling stars ahead. The only house lights | saw were my own
to guide me home.

Tracy Shipley
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Charminster village
hall Bingo 10th
February doors open
at 630pm limited
seats to book call
Sarah on
01305 266478



F.
T"ni S, approved
garages.co.uk

Your Trusted Local Gorege Finder

T TERpoUR
A family run garage offering servicing, repairs and MOT's for your car or commercial
vehicle. Our lead technician Gary has been servicing Charminster and the local area for

over 25 years, now heading his own team of mechanics and qualified MOT testers.

Class 4 MOTs for cars and smaller vans

Class 7 MOT’s for commercial vehicles weighing 3,000 to 3,500kg
Servicing, repairs, welding and diagnostic facilities

Seasonal vehicle checks, including underbody rustproofing
Hybrid Electric Vehicles

Supply and fit new tyres, with over 100 in stock

Agents for Terraclean™ DPF Cleaning

Vehicle collection and delivery service.

Courtesy cars available for booking

EXHAUSTS & TUNING LTD

*  Bespoke Stainless Steel Exhaust systems, including Longlife™ Exhaust
Systems
*  Tuning & Engine Remapping

REAR OF FILLING STATION, A35 WINTERBOURNE ABBAS,
DORCHESTER, DORSET. DT2 911

wataasltd@gmail.com  winterbourneabbasautos.co.uk

01305 880013
-

LONGLIFE Google
4.9 .
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P. D §

Planning. Drawing. Service.

Site surveys, design drawings and Planning Applications.
Applications for larger home extensions.
Building regulation drawings and applications.

Contact Paul Dollery 01305 753538 or 07787 560133, email: pauldollery@hotmanl com

v

FIREPLACEX
WOOD BURNERS, MULTI FUEL STOVECENTRE
STOVES, GAS & ELECTRIC FIRES

LA T

Showroom
for Woodburners
and Gas Fires

for Electric
Fires

Millers Close, Dorchester DT115S - 01305 751700 Buttermarket, Poundbury DT13AZ - 01305 259 007

Opon Tuesdsy o Friday 9am - Spm Saturday 9.30am - 4pm Opan Tussdey o Seurday 10am - 4pm

www.fireplaceandstovecentre.co.uk

FIREPLACE SURROUNDS - CHIMNEY LINERS - TWIN WALL FLUE SYSTEMS - ACCESSORIES
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/};%RSOML CARE:

SOCIAL CARE

POMESTIOE P

INYOUR mW
p—
/

WENDY SOUTHAM
LWCMD, ALWCMD

Smgmg, Flute and Piano teacher

20+ years experience

Help with aural and theory also available

11 Cedar Road 07811 417820
Charlton Down 01305 266283 wendysoutham@btinternet.com

@ DORCH PAWS

With Karen Wyatt-Bain dorchpaws@icloud.com

From £11 per dog per hour
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Bockhampton & District Horticultural Association

BDHA'’s first members’ meeting of 2023 will be on Friday
24 February at West Stafford Village Hall, when local
resident Claire Goldman-Dorington will be giving a
demonstration on bread-making. Doors open at 7.00, for
the demo starting at 7.30 sharp. No booking necessary —
all are welcome. The meeting is free of charge for paid-up
members of BDHA and guests are very welcome for a
charge of £2.00 a head to help cover our costs. We will be
serving refreshments. For more information, please
contact us on info@bdha.co.uk.

With our full annual programme for 2023 now in prospect,
we would love to hear from you if you would like to become
a member. The annual fee is £7.50, and this gives free
entry to all our events as well as discount buying at Castle
Gardens in Sherborne in April.  You would be able to join
up at the bread-making event, or by getting in touch with
our membership secretary Linda on 01305 753639.
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ST MARY’S CHRISTMAS TREE FESTIVAL ...... was held over
the weekend of 9"/11" December, by which time the copy
deadline for the January ‘Pilot’ had already past. So, with
apologies the details are as follows.

A creditable 19 illuminated tress were entered making the nave
of the church look very attractive and seasonally festive. Light
refreshments were served throughout and the sales table plus
Fairtrade stall did brisk business. We would have liked a few
more visitors but, unfortunately, there was some
misunderstanding over admission prices which we subsequently
reduced — but message received and lessons learnt.

The prize winners (voted for by visitors to the Festival ) were:-

Best Tree by a group — Forston Clinic (Hark the Herald Angels
Sing)

Quirkiest Tree — Dorchester Police Community Support team
(We wish you a merry Christmas)

Best Tree by an individual — Mrs Pat Tinker (It’s beginning g to
look a lot like Christmas)

Best overall Tree — Charminster W.I. (See amid d the winter
snow)

- each of which received a large tin of ‘Celebration ‘Chocolates.

About 30 people attended the final event ‘Carols round the
trees’ followed by welcome and warming mulled wine and
mince pies.
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CHURCH SERVICES AND EVENTS FOR FEBRLMARY 2023

5S¢ Miary's Church, Charminster
For more information see:  wiessl stmarys-charminster.ong.uk

Su 5" 202% — Third Su before Lent
A0 am Holy Communion {BCP)
11.00 am Holy Communion {CW)

Tuwesday 7 February - 9 am — 12 noon TESM - Tea, Coffes and Cake

Sunday 17" February 3023 — Second Sunday before Lent
A0 am Holy Communion {BCP)
11.00 am Café Church

Tuesday, 14™ February 202% - 9 am— 12 noon TESKM — Tea, Coffes and Cake

Sunday 19™ February 302% — Sunday Mewt Before Lent
A0 am Holy Communion {BCP)
11.00 am Holy Communion {CW)
4.00 pm Evensong {BOP)

Tuesday, 21" February 2023 - 9 am— 12 noon TESM

Weednesday 22 February 2023 - Ash Wednesday

7.00 pm Holy Communion with Impasition of Ashes
Sundiy 36 February 202% — The First Sunday of Lent

a.00am Holy Communion {BCP)

11.00 am Holy Communion {CW)

4.00 pm By Church

Tuesday, 28 February 2023 - 9 am — 12 noon TESM

LEﬁt "
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CHURCH SERVICES AND EVENTS FOR FEERUARY 2023
5t Michael's Church, Stinsford

sunday 5" February 2023 - Third Sunday before Lent

11.00am  Holy Commumion {CwW)

Sunday 12* February 2023 - Second Sunday before Lent

1100 am  Matins

Sunday 13" February 2023 - Sunday Mext before Lent

11.00am  Holy Commumion {CwW)

Waednesday 22™ February 2023 - Ash Wednesday

11.00am  Holy Communion with Imposition of Ashes

Sunday 26" February 2023 - First Sunday of Lent

4.00 pm Evenszong (BCP)

gager
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Tree Collections Update

During the weekend of the 7™ January many volunteers drove
throughout Dorset from Weymouth to Beaminster to Sherborne,
Dorchester and surrounding areas to collect Christmas trees from
private homes and businesses.

Local parishioners: Jim Thurston, Chris Gotel, Sally and Richard
Warburton and many others used trucks provided by Dorset Vehicle
Rentals, donned Hi-Viz jackets and gloves and braved the appalling
weather and used GPS to collect approximately 1200 trees over
three days.

The whole event was organised by Tamzin and Pete Hyde of Trinity
Trees to raise money for the Weldmar Hospice. A donation of £10
on their website enabled the hospice to receive £12,00 for their
charity.

Without the kindness of the volunteers and the generosity of the
companies who provided the equipment free of charge, this event
could not have happened.

Thanks also go to Knighton Countryside Management who chip the
trees free of charge. The chippings are then taken to Taunton
Bioreactor to produce electricity. Magna Housing and Pipe Fix Ltd
also provided trucks and volunteers.

Fiona Hansford is Weldmar’s Business Development Fundraiser, and
says, “It’s really great news that we have raised more money than
ever before with Treecycle, which goes directly towards the
specialist care that we provide to adults in Dorset with a life limiting
illness, and the support we give to their loved ones. We couldn’t do
this without the support of the team at Trinity Street Christmas
Trees and all the volunteers.
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Please can we say a big thank you to the person who put lights
on the fire tree on Soddern Lane for Christmas.

It was a tree we had several years ago and planted there.

Chris and Jan Gray
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I U R A S S I C The incredibly friendly

computer people

Call Darrell Hounsome or Lee Thompson for
Jjargon free, patient, friendly computer help for
home and business users.

Whatever your computer problem, call us... we can help!

01305 755668

Repairs ® Servicing ® New PCs & Laptops ¢ Training ® Virus Removal

Are you recdy Jor 0 mew PC or Loptap? I 30, come ond see vs. We offer 0 complete service and wil
guide you IVough the whoke process. We can sogiply, updote, set-up and then romsfer your
documents/emalls from your Ol systern. We will give you the benefit of our combined 37 yeans

Cxpevience goined whist working Jor Kngston Mowrword College 0 Covchester

Email: info@jurasic-computen.co.ut = Website | www. jursssic<computen. co uk
PROSPECT MOUSE, PEVERILL AVENUL EAST, POUNDSURY, DORCHESTER, DORSET OT1 SWtE

¥ Stuart Kemp
M~y Plumbing & Heating Services
) 07968 961376 01305 265956 g

|

0 General Plumbing
0 Bathroom |nstallations
0 Boller and Full Heating nstallations

Gas Safety Certificates and Servicing >/

O /

Free quotations No VAT (for a Imited pariod only) 0\";,‘
www.kempplumbingandheating.co,uk T

+

J. O'CONNOR

Internal plastering, rendering, dry lining, coving and cornice works, painting
and decorating services.

Committed to a high quality finish and complete customer satisfaction.

17 years experience, offering plastering and decorating services to customers
across Dorset and surrounding areas.

Call Josh for a quote on 07876308316 or email

oconnor87@hotmail.co.uk
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TOUTS

TV & SMART
HOME CENTRE

Z 01933
Smart seic® sif

PROFESSIONAL & FRIENDLY SERVICE
SALES AND REPAIRS FAST SAME DAY SERVICE

EXPERTS IN DIGITAL TV
TO ALL MAKES OF TV, STANDARD REPAIR CHARGES
AERIALS, SATELLITES O AT
& RECORDERS

COLLECTION SERVICE AVAILABLE
FRIENDLY HELPFUL ENGINEERS
TEL: (01305) 785017
WWW. TOUTSOFWEYMOUTH.CO.UK

PROPERTY SERVICES

LOCAL, HANDS ON
CONVEYANCING o~

With the right legal support, home buying K our Land Law
or selling can be simple, straightforward Jll sfcertsacallon
g p'e, g 01305 251007
and pleasurable... | toarrangea
chat about e
buying or selling
your property

40 High West Street

. . Dorchester DT1 1UR
Humphries Kirk < 01305 251007
$10 L KC I TO RIS B2 dorchester@hklaw.uk
www.hklaw.uk
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HARDY TREE

SURGEONS

The Professional Arboricultural Service

Specialising m Tree Swzerv, Landscapmg Garden Management & Utihhes
Throughout out the South

Tres Care for Besidential. Commerrial, Farestry, Asricnitaral & Estates
Tree Surveys, Inspections, Feports & Consultancy
Highways, Foads & Steet Cleamnce

Dismanting & Felling

Pollarding & Veteran Tree Mana perment
Reductions, Thinning, Pruning & Feshaping
Crown Lifting & Dead Wooding

Site Clearance, Garden & Hedze Maintenance
Tree & Hedge Plantng

Sump Femoval

Logs & Wood Chipping:

TPO & Conservatdon Applications

Fully Insured — £10 million Public Indemnity
Fully Qualified - NFTC

Tree Works to BSI 3908 : 2010 Standards
Friendly, Reliable & Efficient Service

Frea Quotations

24 Hour Emergency Call Out
Tel. 01300 341471 ~ mob. 07774 477435

www.hardytree.co.uk
The Offce @ Tnit 1 Charminsier Farm Indusirial Estvie, Wanckard Lane, Charminster, Dorchester, Dorsed DT2 9EP

email © nickieahardytres co.nk
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Andrew Darby

Building Services Ltd
All types of building work undertaken:
Extensions, structural alterations, kitchen, bathrooms

01305 757162 07974 260938

Email: adbsltd@gmail.com

BURTON LANDSCAPES LTD

An established professional team of landscapers undertaking all aspects of
landscaping and maintenance including fencing, pergolas, artificial and wood-
en decking, artificial grass, turfing, walling, paving, steps, groundworks, drain-

age and site clearance.

Contact Mike on 07717 685951 / 01305 854603

burtonlandscape@hotmail.com  www.burtonlandscapes.co.uk

Interior & Exterior

Painting & Decorating

Contact Gary on 07881493755

Www.portdecor.co.uk \
Email: garyroberts64@portdecor.co %

Public Liability Insured & member of PDA

3
rience, ‘
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T Harrls - Palnting & Decorating

+  Excellent references available,
. Internal / external decorating & property maintenance
+  Fully insured & police checked for your peace of mind

Please call for a free quote

Dorchester (01305) 751903 e ‘t\i
4

Mobile 07772209227

WILL GARDINER GAS SERVICES LTD

Appliance Servicing
New boilers installed
Powerflushing

WILL GARDINER

31 years experience,
17 with British Gas

SEl

ICEN' 11D

REGISTER

Telephone 01305 260897
Mobile 07929 071106

Selling a car, but can’t face the .. =
.. hassle? © ©

Halcyon Motors Ltd is a friendly, family-run business based in Milborne St
Andrew.

If you have a car, motorbike, van or camper to sell, we will happily come to you and

pay cash. Or, if you are trading in elsewhere, phone us first—we can usually offer
more.

Buying? Visit www.halcyonmotors.co.uk to see ‘warts and all’ descriptions and pho-
tos of our current stock. All vehicles are warranted and part exchanges welcome.

Don Macleod 01258 839209 or 07782 189555 (Mon to Sun 8am-8pm)
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Church Contacts

THE PARISHES OF CHARMINSTER AND STINSFORD

Part of the Benefice of Charminster, Stinsford and the Chalk Stream Villages

Rector Vacant

Curate, Charminster, The Reverend Leila Mather 263761
Stinsford & Chalk Stream Villages
Hon. Associate Minister ~ The Reverend Dr Hugh Willis 262940

Associate Minister The Reverend Dr Rob Van der Hart 852130

ST MARY THE VIRGIN, CHARMINSTER

Churchwarden Andrew Morgan 259664
PCC Secretary Jean Garrard 259083
PCC Treasurer Andrew Jones 264316

ST MICHAEL’S, STINSFORD

Churchwardens Shirley Churchill 260159
Sally Warburton 07587177735
PCC Treasurer Michael A Clarke 267611

FOR BAPTISMS AND MARRIAGES

Contact the Administrator for the Parish of St Mary’s Charminster and St
Michael’s Stinsford, Jean Garrard stmaryschurchcharminster@outlook.com
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* GXMEKEEPER

16 North Street, Charminster, Dorchester, Dorset, DT2
9QZ Tel Number 01305 459349

MENS’ BREAKFAST at 9am

The Gamekeeper will continue to host their very
scrumptious Saturday Men's Breakfast in 2023 on the
below dates:

SATURDAY 18 FEBRUARY SATURDAY 18 MARCH

Your full English Breakfast will also include an Orange or
Apple Juice with unlimited coffee/tea for only £9 per
person. Please reserve your place by phoning the
Gamekeeper on 01305 459349 or contact the coordinator
Stephen Milner on 01305 266197.

LADIES

We know that by providing the men with breakfast the
ladies are able to have some time to themselves but the
Gamekeeper would like to hear from the ladies and offer
them either a breakfast or an afternoon brunch. If you are
interested, please contact Sharon at the Gamekeeper on
01305 459349.

WARM SPACE

People always comment how nice and warm it is in the
Gamekeeper and with the current economic climate Kim
and Sharon would like to support our communities by
opening their doors as a safe warm space from Tuesday
to Sunday from 12noon until close. There is always
somebody to have a chat to whilst having a hot drink and/
or a meal.
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HOME CARE STRVICES
Perzonal Cave and Suppoit
shoppings Chaperome; Appointinents
Domestic Dulies and more
Fuldly ingured; with DBS
Compelitive Rates

Lo T+ SR - S o B ]

Contact Lynne
Whitelynne332@gmail com 01305 257580 /07907 907907

o Golf Simulator Studio
Hybns Business Park,
I m o Crossways, Near Dorchester

STUDIO

OUTDOOR\GOLF INDOORS

Booking essential 2 www.simgolfstudio.co.uk
Play over
60
championship
courses /

Indoor golf
simulator

phone 01305 853273 experience
email simgolfstudio@gmail.com

Alterations and repairs to ladies’ and gents’ clothing
and furnishings plus basic curtain-making. All
%Qﬁb sewing professionally done at very reasonable cost.
\’j;" Will collect and deliver if required. No task too
S small.
Hilary Charlesworth (Minterne Magna) 01300
341845
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Year round family space...
4 PRI

: e

-

Add a solid roof to your new or existing conservatory and create extra, all year round living
space, and don't forget our 15 year guarantee on all installations.

Please call West Country Windows for a free no obligation quotation

E Wes&Country

Windows
Made in the West Country

www.westcountrywindows.com T:0800378 371

‘ Quick Cash For Your Collectables ‘

We Buy Anything!

. Model Railway
1 LEGO
b Star Wars
Action Man
Books
Cameras
Watches/Jewellery
Antiques
= Tools
" Instruments
£ Model Aeroplane
. Model Boats

= TS o Dolls/Dollhouses
F 9 A P e Coins
’ O V94 : ¢ Military
Call 01305 259308 = Warhammer/Figures

Restoration Projects
Email Quickcashcollectables@gmail.com Anything Considered




Pet of the Month ...

o » "%
g

Méétfgs&iithe' Tortoise!

This is ‘Tyson’ the tortoise, he is 22 years old & is very
inquisitive & affectionate to those who tickle his

head.

In the summer he loves to bask in the sun in the
garden & munch the greenery but come the colder
months he loves to roam around indoors & cuddle up
to discarded slippers!

He also loves his ‘roomy’, a mini lion lop bunny called
‘Noel’! lan Bolderson
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Souper Thursday takes place every week in the new coffee
lounge at Charminster Village Hall.

There’s a warm welcome and a mug of home-made soup for all
“seniors” living in Charminster and Charlton Down. The lounge
is open from 11.30 to 2pm and is staffed by a small team of
volunteers. There’s always a selection of cakes and biscuits as
well as tea, coffee and a choice of soups.

“Meet with friends or simply
catch up with our magazines
and newspapers. There’s no
charge, but small donations
are always welcome,” says
village hall chairman Nigel
Kay.

| have painted portraits all my
working life and am acknowl-
edged as a craftsman, using only
the best materials and tech-
niques to produce a painting

that will never fade. Email or

phone for more info. : 21
Anthony Paul, Molehill Lower E)c»d«hampton Dor‘chestﬁr' Dr2 BDZ
Email: anthonypaulart@gmail.com. Tek 07071 630632
Instagram: anthonypaulart molehill studic Feb
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Quiz Answers

1) Eggardon Hill.

2) Lewesdon Hill near Broadwindsor stands at 915 feet
(279 metres).

3) Alder doesn’t rot in water.

4) They breathe through their skin.

5) The Fleet Lagoon behind Chesil Beach covers 480 hec-
tares.

6) The Noctule is our largest species of bat with a wing-
span of up to 40 cm. It’s one of 14 species of bat to be
found in Dorset.

7)  Southern Africa. According to Jackman most Dorset
swallows spend the winter in reed beds near Bloem-
fontein.

8) Brownsea Island in Poole Harbour.

9) In atunnel excavated in the riverbank.

10) Golden Cap between Chideock and Charmouth is 627
feet (191 metres)
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GRASSBY FUNERAL SERVICE

Still a family run business,
serving the local community since 1861

8 PRINCES ST, =
DORCHESTER
Tel. 01305 262338
(24 Hour Service)

G Olde ny ~ GrasLobc;tl\:gr:zrials
Dorchester Rd, Grimstone
Charter,

www.grassby-funeral.co.uk

GRASSBY MEMORIALS

CRAFTSMEN IN STONE SINCE 1861

MEMORIAL MASONRY

MEMORIAL RENOVATIONS
COMMEMORATIVE PLAQUES  {j (..
LETTER CARVING i
GENERAL MASONRY

Masonry Works & Showroom:-
Dorchester Rd, Grimstone, Dorchester

Tel. 01305 269678

Memorial Showroom also at
9 Princes St, Dorchester

www.grassby-stone.co.uk
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René P J Foott

Painter and Decorator
Over 40 years’ experience
Interior and Exterior
Wallpapering Coving Tiling
Friendly — Local — Reliable
Tel: 01305263154 Mobile 07712577441
Email: rene.foott@btinternet.com

* WESSEX CARPENTRY
AND BUILDERS LTD

OVER 25 YEARS BUILDING EXPERIENCE

o All aspects of carpentry & building work undertaken
 Quality workmanship ® Free estimates © Traditional Carpenters & Builders

TEL: 01305 251 255
MOB: 07733 226 547 S

A and P Drainage
AandPDrainage@hotmail.co.uk

BLOCKED DRAINS CCTV
DRAINS SURVEYS DRAIN REPAIRS

Tel: 01305 789096 Fax: 01305 788285
Mobile: 07887 572504

24 hour service, No callout fee, 20 years experience
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Pilot Distributor Needed

Due to a retirement, we are in need of a further distributor to make our team back up to 6, which then means
that no one member of the team needs to distribute the Pilot more than twice a year, thus spreading the
load.

The process is that the Pilots, all 1650, are delivered in boxes to the distributor’s house, where he or she or
they (because we have some couples who carry out the task) break them down into the numbers required by
each of the 27 deliverers in Charminster, before dropping them off in carrier bags, to their respective homes
ready for delivery.

The Distributor also makes block deliveries to both Stinsford (160) and Charlton Down (600) who have their
own Distributors and delivery teams.

Beforehand, the Distributor would need to collect the carrier bags from the Charminster church porch, (all
Waitrose carrier bags) where deliverers return them on completion of their delivery;

because of the large numbers required by certain individual deliverers, copies may be left in the boxes to
assist in delivery.

Distributors usually set aside a day to complete the task but with a little experience, this time becomes
shorter. Training will be given.

."-A '1'
West Dorset O 1

Mobile Foot Clinic V

Nail Cutting, including Diabetic Feet, Cracked Heels, Fungal Infections,
Cormns, Calluses, Medical Pedicures, Warm Wax Therapy (For Foot &
Joint Pain) Book vour home appointment TODAY!
07903 722542 Roy Fox

07712 525058 Christine Fox

www.westdorsetmobilefootolinic.com

Matthew Lucas
Funeral Directors &
Monumental Masons

A family business providing a Dignified, Professional
and Caring 24 hour service

Pre-paid Funeral Plans available

DOWN HOUSE, WIDCOMBE STREET, POUNDBURY, DORCHESTER, DT1 3BS
Tel: 01305 753533 www.dorchesterfunerals.com

mendod by The Good Funeral Guide

£ \’\
r@, Members of the National Association of Funeral Directors
' Recom

m
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ADVERTISING IN THE PILOT

Our loyal advertisers provide the largest portion of our income, without
which we would not be able to distribute The Pilot to 1650 households in
Charminster, Charlton Down and Stinsford free of charge each month.

Most adverts are placed for a year, running from the January edition,
therefore we sell most of our advertising space in the second half of
November so they are in place for the New Year.

In this time of rising prices, our print costs have increased by 14%, but we
have only raised our 2023 advertising charges by 5%. Our rates are:

Size Dimensions Rate
Whole page 125mm x 190mm | £525
Three quarters page | 125mm x 142mm | £393
Two thirds page 125mm x 126mm | £350
Half Page 125mm x 95mm £263
Third Page 125mm x 63mm £175
Quarter Page 125 mm x 46mm £131

Quality Picture Framing

30 Years experience

WE CAN OFFER

reasonable prices

large stock of frame mouldings

wide range of acid free coloured mount card
5 types of glass including water white non reflettive and UV protective
needlepoint a speciality

box frames and medals

Quotations given No obligation

Please telephone us for an appointment or we can arrange a home visit

Roger Clarke-Williams
44 Manor Road, Dorchester, Dorset DT1 2AX
Telephone: 01305 265137

email: roger.clarke-williams@talktalk.net

000000
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Choose GreenThumb to
bring your lawn to life,
and you too can enjoy a
wonderful lawn.

With prices starting from only
£15 per treatment, and a lawn
transformed, what are you
waiting for?

Call today:

0800 0111 222

E: dorchester@greenthumb.co.uk

\ovm%m% Iawv\s ’(o ltgel GreenThUmb

ars of
Celebrating 208 1o life

*Prices based on a lawn size of up to 40m2

Need a tree surgeon? Knighton

Countryside
Give us a call on 01305 848881 Manegement

Qe n TRLTEEYSuR Py T FENE S8t

[

Cur servicrs melude:

Trew surgery

Reductions and felling

Emergency tree work

Saump removal and weod chipping

Tree tisk assesments n TRUST
Hedge Laying and fencing MARK

Grrverarel Eeim ) Rowlai
Fully qualified and msured staff
.lfl'jnbs'rrrldm’.ulml bdﬁ.lu'xﬂnﬂa'!muﬂ
Fmrh:ll].' adwice, Fmem::l-lla.:hun vislls and quotes

Combact s mow ore 1305 S48591

afficeskmight onemirtngside.com
Unit 37, Enerprise Park
FPicldbahinboe [FT270A
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Stag Fencing Landscapes & Decking

“Your local fencing experts for over 30 years”
We spedialise in
v All aspects of fencing v Sheds
v Decking v Landscapes

v Driveways v Gates
and much more!

Call now for your free estimate or email us
01305 259021  stagfencingd5@gmail.com

Dorchester 757077 Mobile 07879 491479

O JTM LANDSCAPES
g www.jtmlandscapes.co.uk
;-(} .‘ Garden Landscaping Stone Walls
(A Patios & Paths Turf
‘ —! ' Decking & Pergolas  Hedge Cutting
' é oS Fencing & Gates Shrub Pruning
&=
D23
‘ l‘z &E Telephone James
<B
Z

WOODS FUNERAL SERVICES

Providing a caring service since 1878
Pauline Guy Dip FD MBIFD
Funeral Director, Dorchester
Allan Quartermaine Dip FD LMBIFD
Funeral Director, Weymouth
11a lcen Way, Dorchester DT1 1EW 01305 250425
enquiries@woodsfuneralservices.co.uk

www.woodsfuneralservices.co.uk
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Villages’ Directory

DORSET COUNCILLOR

Clir David Taylor 07905 352710 clirdavid.taylor@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk

LOCAL NEIGHBOURHOOD POLICE TEAM

All villages are covered by Neighbourhood Police Teams (NPT). We’re looked
after by Suuport officer (PCSO 5410) Sarah Pilcher. If you want to contact one of
the team for any reason then go online to Dorset Police website at dorchester-rural-
npt@dorset.police.uk and follow ‘Do It Online’ to access a range of services. Or there’s
always 101 or 999 or via Do IT Online / Dorset Police

CHARMINSTER CONTACTS

Parish Council Chairman: Mark Simons 260055
Vice chair: Carol Matthews 751535
Parish Clerk: Sarah Davies 819429
Flood Warden Tim Yarker 265942
St Mary’s School Headteacher: Suzanne Garner 263880
Caretaker: Belinda Bessant 266598
Pre-School Vanessa Thomas 251512
Village Hall Bookings: Sarah Bird sarah345bird@aol.com 266478
wi Judy Thompson 263783
Bell Ringers Captain: Chris White 07783555199
Girl Guides Alison Barlow 07483429596
Brownies Alison Barlow 07483429596
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Scouts,Cubs,Beavers Ruth Young 268208
Scottish Country Dancing Val Scriven 265177
Charminsters Stores Louise Christopher 264312
& Post Office

Art Group Dudley Kemp 757151

CHARLTON DOWN CONTACTS

Village Hall booking@charltondownvillagehall.info
Jellytots Emma 07791204323
Flood Warden Carol Matthews 751535

Charlton Down Cricket

Stinsford Parish Council

Peter(Tommy) Tucker 07810275847

youth/senior

James Pretty: booking/hire 07810275847

STINSFORD CONTACTS

Parish Clerk: Kirsty Rigler 268818

stinsfordclerk@googlemail.com
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Charminster, Charlton Down and Forston

Q. Has the parish council set its budget for next year and what will this
mean for the council tax?

A. The parish council has agreed its budget for the next financial year.

The overall council tax bill is virtually all made up from the requirements of
Dorset Council and Police and Fire Services. The parish council part is very
small making up around £35 on a band D property. The parish council have
agreed a rise of 3.8% for the coming year.

Q. If we get another very cold spell of weather, who do | contact if a salt bin
near me needs filling up?

A. If you notice a salt bin near you is getting empty, please contact Sarah, the
Parish Clerk preferably by email (clerk@charminster.info) or by phone (01305
819429) and she will contact Dorset Council. Each salt bin has been classified
as either a ‘strategic’ or ‘community’ bin - ‘strategic’ bins are refilled by Dorset
Council free of charge during the winter whereas ‘community’ bin refills are paid
for by the Parish Council.

Q. What sports can be played at the Community Hall?

A. We have badminton and table tennis available at the hall. The cost to play is
£2.50 per player. The hall is also marked out for volleyball. Bookings can be
made by contacting Caroline (Assistant Clerk) on 07947 622326 or email
communityhall@charminster.info

South Ward (Charminster village) North Ward (Chariton Down & Forston)
Keith Beeson 264032 Carol Matthews (Vice-chair) 751535
Peter Dangerfield 260543 Geri Brown 07789 756610
Richard East 264724 Susan Frazer 269255
Alan Rolls 267863 Julie Jackson 0771 4433174
Mark Simons (Chairman) 260055 Richard Wareham 07710 938 959
Tim Yarker 265942 Ollie Greenaway 07990 618126
Louisa Swabey-Payne TBC

Contact: Parish Clerk, Sarah Davies, c/o Community Hall, Weir View, Chaminster
DT2 9QY or 01305 819429 clerk@chaminster.iinfo Community Hall Enquiries:
07947 622326 or communityhall@charminster.info

Please see our website or contact the clerk for details of any forthcoming meetings

www.charminster.info

Charminster Parish Council




